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bishop donald degrood

Sacrifice is required 
to be a saint 

T he lives of the saints manifest 
the many sacrificial things 
they needed to do in order to 

die to their own will and cooperate 
with the Holy Spirit for God’s plan 
for their lives. We know, for example, 
that many of them suffered great trials, 
accusations and, like the martyrs, the 
willingness to die for Christ by coop-
erating with his grace when told they 
must renounce God or die.  

While we never know what we may 
be asked of in life on this earth, one 
thing we do know is that if we accept 
with humility whatever comes our 
way, God will bring good out of it. We 
hear in Scripture that “all things work 
for good for those who love God” 
(Romans 8:28). This is especially hard 
to believe when the good does not ap-
pear good or in fact requires suffering, 
sacrifices or changes in our lives that 
we would not choose for ourselves.

As we continue our journey of stra-
tegic planning for our diocese, we 
are asking all parishioners to review 
and understand our Current Reality 
Report so that we can all help plan 
for our future. The changes that will 
be required will be hard. They will 
require sacrifices. They will require 
understanding, compassion with each 
other, and the necessary changes that 
will affect parish life in our diocese. 

The alternative is not good. By not 
planning and adjusting to our cur-
rent reality and projections for the 
upcoming years, we will create more 
hardship for future clergy and faith-
ful. Planning and making changes 

now will help us to even more fully 
empower our laity to help with church 
related matters, to help right-size 
workloads for our clergy, and reduce 
duplication so as to be the best stew-
ards we can be by capitalizing on the 
opportunities that lie ahead that will 
require change now.  

After I reviewed the Current Reality 
Report and received insights from 
our clergy and our lay-leader dioce-
san advisory board, through prayer, 
it became clear that change will be 
needed if we are going to reallocate 
more priest time to do spiritual, 
pastoral, educational and liturgical 
ministry by delegating more adminis-
trative duties. We also need to allocate 
more priest time to key ministries we 
currently are not able to do because of 
the decreasing number of priests we 
anticipate will be in active ministry in 
the upcoming years.  

While there are various ways planning 
can be done, priorities can be estab-
lished and realignment can be com-
pleted, I am hopeful that from what we 
have learned from other dioceses who 
have used similar modeling of parish 
structures, that the planning process 
we will use will help us provide more 
stability for the upcoming years. I 
humbly ask for your prayers and en-
gagement in the planning process.  

While it will be hard and require 
some heroic acceptance of the Current 
Reality Report and the reallocation of 
clergy and lay duties that will affect so 
many of us, I am praying that we all 
can step forward to assist in a positive 
manner for a deepening renewal of 
parish life so more and more souls 
become Lifelong Catholic Missionary 
Disciples Through God’s Love. I invite 
you to join me in the diocesan prayer 
for our planning process, which can be 
found at setablazesf.org.

Know of my prayers for all of you, 
especially those who will find the 
changes most difficult.

To view the 
Current Reality 

Report, visit 
setablazesf.org.

Bishop Donald E. DeGrood
Ninth Bishop of the Diocese of 
Sioux Falls
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1	 12:00	 Solemnity of All Saints, 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph

2	 3:00	 Catholic Community 
Foundation Executive 
Committee, Catholic 
Pastoral Center

3		  Catholic Community 
Foundation Board 
meeting, Cathedral of 
Saint Joseph

5	 4:00	 Stational Mass, Cathedral 
of Saint Joseph*

*Broadcast on Keloland TV or 
livestream via sfcatholic.org
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2 2 	� N E X T 
G E N E R A T I O N 
C A T H O L I C 
His grace is enough  
to teach the faith

3 1 	� D I O C E S A N 
E V E N T S

Officials of  
the Diocese  

of Sioux Falls

The Most Reverend Donald 
E. DeGrood has decreed the 
following assignment to become 
effective on September 6, 2022:

Deacon Patrick Derrington, 
from parish deacon at Holy Spirit 
Parish, Sioux Falls, to parish 
deacon, St. Nicholas Parish, Tea, 
and St. Christina Parish, Parker.

Respectfully submitted,

Matthew K. Althoff 
Chancellor

3sfcatholic.org/bishopsbulletin					     November 2022  •  The Bishop’s Bulletin



ordinary daysordinary days
Monsignor Charles Mangan is currently serving 
as faculty staff at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary.

missionary discipleship

By Laura Melius

A s we look to the saints of the 
Church, our friends in heaven 
and heroes of the faith, it can 

be tempting to see their holiness much 
as we would the accomplishments 
of world-record breaking athletes. 
Their holiness may seem unattainable 
to those of us who see our lives as 
anything but heroic. What can be easily 
overlooked is that this great holiness so 
often shown by the end of these saints’ 
lives did not happen at once. 

Holiness, setting themselves apart for 
God, was accomplished little by little, 
often in their ordinary days spent with 
families and those closest to them as 
they sought to follow God’s will. 

Heroic motherhood
One such saint had very ordinary 
beginnings in Magenta, Italy. Gianna 
Beretta was the tenth child born into 
her family on Oct. 4, 1922. From the 
time of her birth, Gianna’s parents and 
siblings passed on the importance of 
the Catholic faith within their family.

Monsignor Charles Mangan said of her, 
“Already as a child, Gianna cultivated 
holiness through prayer, the frequent 
reception of the sacraments, devotion to 
Our Lady, obedience to her parents and 
diligence in her studies.” 

This laid a firm foundation and her faith 
carried through in her care for others as 
she grew. As a young adult, she became 
a member of the St. Vincent de Paul 

Society in which she served the poor 
and the elderly. Gianna continued these 
practices as an adult, even while earn-
ing degrees in medicine and surgery in 
1949. As a doctor, she was generous to 
her poor patients, giving medicine and 
money to those in need.

“Later, she specialized in pediatrics. 
She loved to care for mothers and chil-
dren,” Monsignor Mangan said. 

After marrying Pietro Molla on Sept. 
24, 1955, the couple would have three 
children while she continued her 
practice of pediatrics alongside her vo-
cations as wife and mother. Within her 
family and in her profession, Gianna 
understood the intimate relationship 
between love and sacrifice. She once 
said, “Love and sacrifice are closely 
linked, like the sun and the light. We 
cannot love without suffering, and we 
cannot suffer without love.” This un-
derstanding of love and sacrifice, built 
by small steps throughout her life, 
certainly helped prepare Gianna for 
what she and her family would face in 
her fourth pregnancy. 

“When she conceived in the summer 
of 1961, a fibroma formed in her uter-
us,” Monsignor Mangan said. “Before 
the operation, Gianna begged the 
surgeon to save her unborn child. The 
surgery was successful, for which she 
profusely thanked God.” 

During the next seven months of her 
pregnancy, Gianna pleaded with God 
to prevent her unborn child from suf-

fering pain. Monsignor Mangan said, 
“A few days before she was to deliver 
her child, Gianna said to her doctor, 
‘If you must decide between me and 
the child, do not hesitate. Choose the 
child. I insist on it. Save the baby.’”

Pietro and Gianna’s daughter, Gianna 
Emanuela, was born April 21, 1962. One 
week later, on April 28, 1962, Gianna 
died at the age of 39. Pope John Paul II 
beatified Gianna on April 24, 1994, and 
later canonized her on May 16, 2004. St. 
Gianna Beretta Molla, whose Feast Day 
is April 28, is the patron saint of mothers, 
preborn children and physicians.

St. Gianna’s example of everyday faith-
fulness has guided Monsignor 
Mangan in his own 
spiritual life. “She 
has helped me to 
focus on what 
really matters,” 
he said. “Fidelity 
to God here on 
earth leads to 
everlasting life  
in heaven.”

What are some small 
things you can do or 
interactions you can 
have everyday that 

could set you on the 
road to sainthood?

God makes saints in the 
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Ordinary rural life
Another example of ordinary holiness 
can be found in the example of Mi-
chelle Duppong, of the Diocese of Bis-
marck, North Dakota. Not yet declared 
a saint, Michelle’s case for canoniza-
tion was presented for the first stages of 
canonization this past summer. 

Michelle grew up on a farm in 
Haymarsh, North Dakota. She loved 
the simplicity of farm life and the 
memories she made there with her 
family. After completing her college 
education, Michelle became a mis-
sionary for the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students (FOCUS) for six 
years and then was named the direc-
tor of adult faith formation for the 
Diocese of Bismarck in 2012. After a 
cancer diagnosis in late 2014, she died 
on Dec. 25, 2015, at age 31. 

Father Brian Eckrich came to know 
Michelle while she was a campus mis-
sionary at South Dakota State Univer-
sity, noting her love of Jesus and her 
desire for others to know him, too. 

“Her invitation was authentic,” he 
said. “She was not asking you to 
something so that she could brag 
about getting so many people to attend 
Bible study or Mass. Her invitation 
was rooted in her real desire for you 
to know Jesus. It was evident that Mi-
chelle had a personal friendship with 
Jesus Christ, and from that, lived life 
with an authentic happiness.”  

Father Eckrich remembers Michelle 
as a woman of simplicity, from simple 
roots, who did not complicate her faith. 

“There was no lofty theology or poetic 
rhetoric, just simple conversations with 
a friend Michelle knew well,” he recalls. 
“The example of the old farmer praying 
in the parish of St. John Vianney comes 
to mind—Father Vianney asked this 
farmer how he prayed, and he answered, 
‘I look at Jesus and he looks at me.’” 

Michelle’s desire for seeking holiness 
through simple faith had been inspired 
by another saint she admired. In a 2015 
column written for Dakota Catholic 
Action, Michelle had shared that her 
faith life had been inspired by St. Pier 
Giorgio Frassati, a young Italian who 
died in 1925 at the age of 24 after con-
tracting polio from those he served.

“Reading about Pier Giorgio’s life 
made holiness seem so practical, so 
attainable. He was an ordinary young 
person who loved Jesus and allowed 
this love to pour forth into his relation-
ships with others. … He’s a hero to me; 
and I want to be like him,” she wrote.

Father Eckrich also remembers Mi-
chelle’s desire to reach whomever God 
desired each day. “At one moment 
when I was lamenting my failure to at-
tract many people to a Newman Center 
event,  Michelle said to me, ‘Don’t be 
discouraged if you are unable to win 
the acceptance of many people. Perhaps 
God does not want you to encounter 
many people; perhaps he only wants 
you to meet one person today. Remem-
ber that Jesus had only 12 apostles 
with whom he changed the whole 

world. Make it your prayer, ‘God, who 
is the one person you want me to en-
counter? Help me meet them today.’”  

Calcutta is everywhere
One of the most well-known saints of 
our time, St. Teresa of Calcutta, began 
the Missionaries of Charity in Calcutta, 
India, in 1950. The sisters served, and 
continue to serve to this day, the sick and 
dying who are discarded and forgotten, 
sometimes by their own families. As 
her mission grew and more lives were 
comforted, healed and sometimes saved 
through Baptism in dying moments, the 
world around her took note. 

“How can we help?” people would 
ask. Mother Teresa’s answer was 
simple: she encouraged others to not 
necessarily imitate her by traveling 
to Calcutta or far-off destinations to 
become missionaries, but to serve 
those closest to them. “If you want to 
change the world, go home and love 
your family,” she famously advised. 

“Stay where you are. Find your own 
Calcutta,” Mother Teresa wrote during 
her time in Calcutta. “Find the sick, 
the suffering, and the lonely, right 
where you are—in your own homes 
and in your own families, in homes 
and in your workplaces and in your 
schools. You can find Calcutta all over 
the world, if you have eyes to see.”

As we recall the great holiness achieved 
by the saints, may we also have eyes 
to see how they lived their lives each 
day, in the ordinary moments with their 
families, friends and the lives 
they touched. May we not 
be overwhelmed by 
the saints’ living 
lives of holiness, 
but instead be 
inspired by 
the attain-
ability to do 
the same 
as we live 
each day.

Michelle Duppong

Father Brian Eckrich is parochial 
administrator at St. Rose of Lima and 

St. Joseph the Workman parishes.
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By Casey Bassett

I ntercessory prayer is one of the many beautiful 
aspects of our faith. We not only pray for each other 
in this life, but we also seek the intercession of those 
who have gone before us who, as saints, share in the 
beatific vision of our Lord. 

These saints have “God’s ear,” and their prayers are most 
certainly a boon for us who have yet to face our particular 
judgment. It is fitting that, whenever possible, we should 
seek out their intercession so that our Lord may be well 
disposed to our own prayers, sacrifices and spiritual growth. 

As our Lord’s body was carefully preserved and venerated 
after his death, so too early Christians preserved the re-
mains of the faithful and holy martyrs in catacombs beneath 
cities. Priests used the tombs of these holy martyrs as altars 
upon which they offered Mass, hoping to obtain the inter-
cession of the faithful departed.

This continues in modern times where, according to the 
Code of Canon Law, “the ancient tradition of keeping the 
relics of martyrs and other saints under a fixed altar is to 
be preserved according to the norms given in the liturgical 
books” (Canon 1237). Additionally, many churches have 
reliquaries that house the remains of saints and martyrs 
outside of the altar for public veneration.

Various saintly relics slumber within the altars and reliquaries 
of the churches that make up our diocese. Beautiful stories 
and connections surround many of these saints and their rel-
ics. While this list is not exhaustive, let’s examine just a few.

St. Agnes
St. Agnes of Rome was martyred at a 
young age around the beginning of the 
fourth century. The details of her life 
vary according to the source, but her 
martyrdom was almost certainly a prod-
uct of her unwillingness to renounce 
her faith to the Roman pagans. She was 
venerated almost immediately by the 
Church, and her name remains in the 

First Eucharistic Prayer of the Mass to 
this day.

Parishes with her relics: St. Agnes,  
Vermillion; her relics are brought out  

for public veneration around her feast day.

St. Ann
Ann or Anne is the name given to the mother of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Very little is known for certain about the life 
of St. Ann. However, early devotions to her, especially in 
the eastern churches, as well as a continued swelling of zeal 
for her throughout the ages in the western church tends to 
suggest that much was known of her that has since been 
lost and that her relics, carefully preserved by her devotees 
throughout the long centuries, are authentic.

Parishes with her relics: St. Ann, Geddes;  
St. Ann, Humboldt; Holy Spirit, Sioux Falls 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
While Catholic schools might be taken for 
granted today in the United States, we 
owe a debt of gratitude to St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton for their success. Born in New 
York just prior to the American Revolu-
tionary War, St. Elizabeth would even-
tually convert from Episcopalianism to 
Catholicism after the death of her husband. 
After her conversion, St. Elizabeth founded 
the first religious order for women in the 
United States as well as St. Joseph’s Academy 
and Free School, the entity from which modern 
Catholic schools in the U.S. find their genesis. 

Father Richard Fox has a special devotion to St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, whose relics grace the private chapel at Immac-
ulate Conception parish in Watertown.

St. Elizabeth  
Ann Seton
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“From 1981 to 1985, I was a seminarian at Mount St. 
Mary’s Seminary, just outside of the small town of Em-
mitsburg, Maryland. The body of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
is located at her national shrine in Emmitsburg, and I was 
granted the privilege of acquiring one of her first class 
relics,” Father Fox said. “Her relic now graces my private 
chapel in the rectory at Immaculate Conception, Watertown. 
I beseech her intercession to watch over and to guide our 
local Immaculate Conception parochial school. St. Eliza-
beth Ann Seton, pray for us!” 

Parishes with her relics: Immaculate Conception,  
Watertown; St. Lambert, Sioux Falls

St. Francis Xavier Cabrini
Mother Cabrini founded the Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and worked to build orphanages and 
institutes for the destitute, especially in New York and Chi-
cago. Though born in Italy, she was sent on mission to the 
United States at the behest of the pope to serve the influx 
of immigrants. After her death in 1917, she would go on to 
become the first United States citizen to be canonized. 

Parish with her relics: St. Paul the Apostle, White

Holy Roman Martyrs
These early Christians inhabited Rome during the reign 
of Nero in the latter half of the first century. After a fire 
destroyed a large swath of Rome, Nero turned his infamous 
and often irrational thirst for violence onto the Christian 
population. Many were killed in his circus spectacles using 
various forms of execution. Christians who managed to es-
cape the atrocities were able to recover many of the victims, 
and their relics have been passed down to us today.

Parish with their relics: St. George, Hartford

St. Joseph
What higher purpose could a man strive for than protecting 
the Christ Child and his most Holy Mother? Yet, we find only 
a sentence or two in the Bible devoted to the activities of St. 
Joseph. It is in this sparsity, however, that a quiet, virtuous 
life can be seen. We can imagine a life marked with arduous 
labor to provide for the Holy Family in a harsh land. 

His last and greatest task was the profound suffering he 
felt as he died knowing he would not be present to comfort 
the pierced heart of the Holy Mother as she gazed upon the 

crucifixion. His quiet life and suffering found its ultimate 
meaning and dignity in Christ’s Passion. There is little 
doubt that his prayers of intercession are a powerful ally  
for those today who toil as providers and protectors. 

Parish with his relics: St. Ann, Geddes

St. Jude
St. Jude was one of the Twelve Apostles and author of the 
Epistle of St. Jude, a short letter found in the Bible just 
before the Book of Revelation. Besides his passionate  
exhortation in the letter against false teachers, little  
remains known about St. Jude.

Parish with his relics: St. Mary, Sioux Falls

St. Lawrence
Arguably one of the most well-
known early martyrs, St. Law-
rence was a deacon serving in 
Rome during the persecution 
of the early Church. He was 
commissioned as the caretaker 
of the treasury of the Church 
and distribution of alms. It was 
because of these responsibilities 
that he was commanded by Roman 
authorities to hand over the treasures and 
riches of the Church. Instead of bringing 
money and gold, Lawrence brought the 
poor and neglected, presenting them as the 
true riches of the Church. For his defiance, Lawrence  
was martyred in the year 258 by being burned alive.

Parish with his relics: St. Lawrence, Milbank

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque
We owe the concept of a Holy Hour to St. Margaret Mary 
Alocoque who, in the mid 1600s, received visions of Christ 
expressing his desire that she spend an hour with him a 
week in honor of his isolation in the Garden of Gethse-
mane. She also helped form the modern devotion to the 
Sacred Heart, which was a recurring theme in her visions. 
As a professed nun in the Order of the Visitation of Holy 
Mary, her life was marked with humility, quiet asceticism 
and devotion to the holy Eucharist.

Parish with her relics: St. John the Baptist, Wagner

St. Lawrence
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St. Maria Goretti
St. Maria Goretti was martyred at the turn of the 20th 
century. After courageously resisting the advances of a 
neighbor in the name of her faith, she was attacked by 
her assailant and subsequently spent several days on her 
deathbed suffering while clinging to her faith. At only 11 
years old, the depth of her faith astounded the doctors and 
those around her. After her death, her assailant, Alessandro 
Serenelli, experienced a conversion while in prison after 
being visited by a local bishop and experiencing a profound 
dream. St. Maria’s canonization happened in 1950, and her 
relics are widely distributed as is evidenced by the number 
of parishes housing them.

Parishes with her relics: St. Bernard, Redfield;  
Cathedral of Saint Joseph, Sioux Falls;  
St. George, Hartford; Holy Spirit, Sioux Falls;  
St. Paul the Apostle, White; St. Wilfred, Woonsocket

St. Martin de Porres
Leading a life marked by extreme asceticism, St. Martin 
was a Dominican lay brother who served the sick and 
poor in Peru in the early 1600s. He was known to be quite 
resourceful and was often able to raise a good deal of funds 
for the poor and destitute. His quiet, diligent adherence to 
work, coupled with his success in building orphanages and 
hospitals, contributed to his cause for canonization.

Parish with his relics: Pope Pius XII Newman Center, 
Brookings; St. Vincent Ferrer’s relics are also found here

Pope St. Pius X
Reigning as pope from 1903 until 
his death in 1914, the depths of 
Pope St. Pius X’s internal personal 
humility and rigorous faith life were 
matched by his outward zeal for the 
piety of the faithful. He is known for 
his fervent promotion of Gregorian 
chant, his bold condemnation of the 
tentacles of modernism creeping into 
the Church, and his care for the sac-
ramental life of the laity. St. Pius X 
was a fierce defender of the Catholic 
faith, which he saw as under attack 
by those in the Church capitulating 
to the demands of secularism and 
modern philosophies.

Parishes with his relics: Cathedral of Saint Joseph,  
Sioux Falls; St. Bernard, Redfield; St. John the Baptist, 
Wagner; St. Leo the Great, Tyndall

St. Rose of Lima
Even before she joined the Domin-
icans, St. Rose’s life was full of 
prayer and mortification. Known 
for her extreme beauty, she desired 
to profess vows and live a clois-
tered life from a young age. Though 
her parents initially opposed this life, 
they eventually relented, and she 
professed vows around the age of 20. 
She continued to live a life of nearly 
constant prayer and mortification until 
her death in 1617.

Parish with her relics: St. John the 
Baptist, Wagner

St. Therese of Lisieux
A life marked by simplicity and profound spiritual depth, 
St. Therese is perhaps best known for her “little way.” By 
striving to do small things perfectly, she worked toward 
spiritual perfection. It is in this “little way,” along with 
her devotion to the Holy Face and her willingness to bear 
suffering, that we find an undeniable example of how ev-
eryone, even the most ordinary, can strive for sainthood. St. 
Therese died at the age of 24 in 1897 after succumbing to a 

difficult illness.

Parish with her relics: St Lawrence, Milbank

St. Thomas of Canterbury  
(Thomas Becket)

On Dec. 29, 1170, Thomas Becket, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, was violently murdered by four knights of 
King Henry II’s court. St. Thomas had formerly been 
friends with the king, but this friendship dissolved when 
the king tried to extend his authority to certain parts of 
the clergy. At the pinnacle of their disagreement, the king 
is said to have spoken words to his knights against the 
archbishop. The knights interpreted this as a command 
to kill the archbishop, which was carried out at Canter-
bury Cathedral. It was St. Thomas’s refusal to capitulate 
during his life and his heroic bravery when facing death 

A painting of Pope 
St. Pius X created 
by Rafael Castillon 

Lopez for Father Jim 
Friedrich at St. John 
the Baptist parish in 
Wagner. Father Frie-
drich plans to set a 

relic of Pope St. Pius 
X in the painting.

A statue of St. Rose 
of Lima located at 

St. John the Baptist 
Parish in Wagner. 
A relic of St. Rose 
of Lima is located 

in a reliquary to the 
lower right.
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that contributed to his cause for canonization,  
which was achieved just three years after his death.

Parish with his relics: Cathedral of Saint Joseph

True Cross
Romans had laid waste to 
Jerusalem during the first 
centuries after Christ’s death. 
It wasn’t until Constantine 
granted a level of tolerance 
for Christians that the holy 
places and artifacts in Jerusalem 
were able to be rediscovered and 
safeguarded for a time. Near the 
beginning of the fourth century, 
the cross of Christ was discovered 
and, after appropriate scrutiny, 
recognized as authentic. Through 
the ages, small splinters of wood 
from the true cross have been dis-
tributed and used, especially for 
veneration on Good Friday.

Parishes with these relics: St. John the Baptist, Wagner;  
St. Leo the Great, Tyndall

St. Vincent de Paul
This French priest lived during the 1600s and devoted 
much of his later life to ministering and serving the poor 
and incarcerated throughout France. He made such an 

impact on his companions and on those he 
served that he was canonized less than 

100 years after his death in 1660.

Parishes with his relics: St. Kath-
arine Drexel, Sioux Falls; St. Leo 
the Great, Tyndall

A holy ensemble
St. Bernard Parish in Redfield and 
St. Leo the Great Parish in Tyndall 
have a wonderful array of relics 
from various saints. In addition to 
some of the aforementioned relics, 
you can find the following at St. 
Bernard: St. Alphonsus Ligori, St. 
Andrew the Apostle, St. Antho-

ny-Abbot, St. Columban, St. 
Francis de Sales, St. Francis of 
Assisi, St. Francis Xavier, St. 
Gemma, St. Januarius, St. 
John Bosco, St. John Paul 
II, St. John the Apostle, St. 
John Vianney, St. Paul of the 

Cross, St. Paul the Apostle, 
St. Peter, St. Phillip Neri, 
St. Sabina Virgin and Martyr, 
Bl. Sebastian Valfre. 

In addition to those already 
described in this story, you 

can find the following relics at 
St. Leo the Great: St. Alphonsus 
Ligouri, St. Andrew, St. Antho-
ny, St. Bernard, St. Blaze, St. 
Catherine, St. Charles Borromeo, 
St. Christopher, St. Columban, St. Constantia, St. Dominic 
Savio, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, St. Francis Xavier, St. Jan-
uarius, St. John, St. John Bosco, St. John Newman, St. Leo 
the Great, St. Paul of the Cross, St. Peter, St. Philip Neri, 
St. Roch, St. Sebastian Valfre, St. Teresa of Jesus, The Veil 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary (portion).

The saints triumphant  
rise in bright array
By their lives, the saints provide us with an example of the 
difficult but rewarding road we must traverse toward heaven. 
In their deaths and heavenly home, they pray unceasingly 
that we might strive to elevate our own lives and one day 
attain joyous union with God. The presence of their relics in 
our diocese is not only a reminder of their lives and prayers, 
but also a reminder of the timeless nature of 
the Church and the eternal truths that 
she manifests and protects, truths 
for which many of the saints 
mentioned here died. 

As you answer the  
sweet but arduous call 
to lead a Christian life, 
perhaps you will find 
yourself gazing upon 
the relics of a hal-
lowed saint. Pray  
that their lives might  
be your watch-word  
and their prayers  
your strength.

A reliquary located 
at St. Bernard 

Parish in Redfield 
containing relics 

of St. Peter and St. 
John the Apostle.

A reliquary located 
at St. Bernard Par-
ish in Redfield con-
taining numerous 

relics, including St. 
Alphonsus Ligori 

and St. Andrew the 
Apostle.

A crucifix made by 
Father Jim Friedrich 
located at St. John 

the Baptist Parish in 
Wagner. A relic of 

the true cross is lo-
cated directly above 

Christ’s head.

Was a relic of one of 
your favorite saints 

listed? Consider 
making a pilgrimage 

to the parish where the 
relic is located and ask 
for their intercession 

for your needs.
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Questions about the Set Ablaze 
process? We have answers!
As most of you know by now, the Diocese of Sioux Falls  
has begun a planning process called Set Ablaze to plan for  
the future of our parishes. The information, documents,  
Current Reality Report and structural planning maps  
are all available for your review at setablazesf.org. 

To help you navigate this process, we have provided a  
series of frequently asked questions (FAQs) at that website.  
Some of those questions and answers are provided below.  
Please visit setablazesf.org to see additional FAQs regarding  
the planning process.

1. What is a parish?

To provide essential context for Set 
Ablaze, the Code of Canon Law defines 
“a parish (as) a certain community of 
the Christian faithful stably constitut-
ed in a diocese whose pastoral care is 
entrusted to a pastor (parochus) as its 
proper pastor (pastor) under the au-
thority of the diocesan bishop” (Canon 
515§1). Therefore, while

•  �every parish has only one pastor, only 
one priest may be pastor of several 
parishes; and

•  �additional priests (parochial vicars) 
may be assigned to a parish or a 
group of parishes to assist the pastor 
in his responsibilities.

“Whenever it is necessary or opportune 
in order to carry out the pastoral care of 
a parish fittingly, one or more parochial 
vicars can be associated with the pastor. 
As co-workers with the pastor and shar-
ers in his solicitude, they are to offer ser-
vice in the pastoral ministry by common 
counsel and effort with the pastor and 
under his authority. A parochial vicar can 
be assigned either to assist in exercising 
the entire pastoral ministry for the whole 
parish, a determined part of the parish, or 
a certain group of the Christian faithful 
of the parish, or even to assist in fulfilling 
a specific ministry in different parishes 
together” (Canon 545).

2. What is a pastorate?

Design – In the context of Set Ablaze, 
a pastorate is a geographic territory 
consisting of one or more parishes that 
is created as a stable structure to be 
used by the diocesan church for the 
upcoming 10 years. Within the pastorate 
there exists an alignment of our priests 
who are available for assigned ministry 
with the existing parish resources (e.g. 
numbers of Catholics participating in the 
sacramental life of the Church, physical 
infrastructure, financial resources, etc.).

Mechanism of planning – The pas-
torate is created in order to make this 
alignment (priests and parish resources) 
a sustainable planning structure that is 
meant to be used all throughout the 10-
year period for which we are planning. 
This establishes a workable context 
in which pastoral planning will occur. 
The pastoral planning that follows 
the implementation of the pastorates 
is an intentional effort to re-orient the 
resources and ministries of the Church. 
Set Ablaze seeks to disrupt unhealthy 
trends, and the re-orienting of the 
ministries and resources will mark the 
intentional efforts within the pastorate 
to disrupt those trends.

Purpose – Therefore, the pastoral care 
of all the people within the pastorate’s 
boundaries is entrusted to the pastoral 
care of a single priest, the pastor. The 

pastor, parochial vicars, deacons (if they 
are available), consecrated and parishio-
ners of a pastorate are called upon
•  �to grow together as a community  

of faith;
•  �to worship God through worthy  

celebration of, and participation  
in, the Mass and other sacraments  
of the Church;

•  �to organize the resources of the pas-
torate to most effectively build up and 
support parishioners in the pursuance 
of Lifelong Catholic Missionary Disci-
pleship Through God’s Love in the 
apostolic mission we have been given;

•  �to foster opportunities to lead people 
to an encounter with Christ, and to 
grow in Christian service to their 
neighbors;

•  �to be good stewards of God’s gifts 
within the pastorate by calling and 
equipping people to live their voca-
tions well and fruitfully by optimiz-
ing parish staffing, including the use 
of volunteers, in the pastorate and the 
organization of a leadership team, 
advisory council, etc., to be effective, 
and to avoid duplication of adminis-
trative resourcing;

•  �to delegate and empower; and
•  �to assist and support the pastor and 

with the help of diocesan resources, 
to develop a pastoral plan which 
identifies within the pastorate how 
best to achieve the above aims.

Means toward an end – A pastorate 
is also marked by a locally developed 
pastoral plan that is subject to the ap-
proval of the diocesan bishop. Pastoral 
plans are the specific measures to be 
implemented within a pastorate with the 
purpose of achieving a common vision. 

3. What happens on July 1, 2023?

The 117 parishes currently served by 57 
different pastors will be redesigned into 
a new structure for parishes referred to 
as “pastorates.” Presently, the consul-
tation process is examining a model 
that would create a new structure to be 
served by 27 pastors (from 57 parishes/ G
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pastoral linkages). The pastors would 
collaborate with approximately 34 
priests who are available for assigned 
ministry as parochial vicars.

The number of pastorates may change 
in the consultation process; howev-
er, the 61 priests (27 pastors and 34 
parochial vicars) that are projected 
to be available for assigned ministry 
in parishes comes from the Current 
Reality Report developed for Set 
Ablaze. Therefore, the number of total 
priests assigned to the new model will 
not change substantially. The design of 
the structure is very intentional about 
achieving Set Ablaze’s specified goal of 
creating a more stable structure for the 
parishes. Per the same Current Reality 
Report, this stability is in the midst of 
projections that show the total number 
of priests available for active ministry 
will decline due to anticipated retire-
ments and fewer expected ordinations 
to the priesthood over the next 10 years

4. What considerations and 
parameters went into designing 
the pastorates?

Modeling and the design of pastorates 
have sought to establish a consistent 
ratio of priests to parishioners. All 
parishes were included in this design 
process (see Guiding Change document 
for more information).

Other essential considerations of the 
design process include but are not 
limited to:
•  �Parishes and pastorates do not exist 

if it were not for a pastor, so the 
number of priests available to serve 
in that capacity over the upcoming  
10 years was a primary consideration. 
This number took into consideration 
expected retirements and ordinations 
of priests.

•  �The pastorate model places an in-
creased administrative responsibility 
on the pastor. And so, the number of 
priests who possess the unique gifted-
ness required to fulfill the additional 

responsibilities that the pastorate 
model places on the pastor and whose 
disposition is one of empowerment 
and delegation were essential consid-
erations in the design process.

•  �The Sunday Mass obligation is the 
center of parish life. Priests, per  
canon law, are permitted to celebrate 
three on a weekend (including the 
Saturday vigil).

•  �The seating capacity of churches  
within the pastorates.

•  �The total number of registered house-
holds and the total giving within the 
parishes.

•  �Regional centers within our diocese 
where commerce, business resourc-
es, and/or social activities are more 
prevalent.

•  �Distance between parish churches.
•  �The presence of Catholic schools, 

an important ministry of the Church, 
within parishes.

•  �We are blessed in this diocese to be 
served by two different communities of 
religious order priests. The importance 
of their rule, the guide which orders 
the way they carry out their priesthood, 
was an essential consideration.

All of these were factored when arriving 
at a current design that seeks to create a 
relatively consistent ratio of priest-to-
Sunday-Mass attendees (“worshippers”)  
across all pastorates.

Other considerations that also were made 
when developing the current model for 
pastorates included the current/historical 
pastoral linkages, school district and 
county boundaries, and the physical 
condition of parish facilities.

5. How is a pastorate distinct 
from our current model of 
pastorally linked parishes?

There is really one essential distinction: 
a pastorate is erected with the explicit 
purpose of creating a context in which 
a pastoral plan is written and imple-
mented. They begin with the directive to 
collaborate with neighboring parishes in 

their ministry offerings, to cooperate in 
mission, and to find solutions that  
work for the good of all souls within  
the pastorate. This includes cooperation 
and collaboration in the administration 
of parishes.

One essential reality that remains: all 
ministry activities, particularly those 
carried out by the staff and appointed 
volunteers, is to be carried out under the 
direction of the pastor. This is the case 
in our current model of pastorally linked 
parishes and will remain the case under 
the pastorate model.

6. How will the pastorate model 
address the needs of our priests 
identified in the Current Reality 
Report?

Feedback from priests is that, for many, 
so many of the administrative duties are 
not life-giving nor is the model of the 
pastor having to fulfill them all sustain-
able. The pastorate model will allow 
our priests to focus more on offering 
sacramental, spiritual and teaching 
ministries to parishioners entrusted to 
their pastoral care.

The pastorate model addresses the needs 
of our priests by providing a consoli-
dated lay staff that better supports the 
priests serving within the pastorate. 
The intentional development of a lay, 
employed/volunteer operational staff 
serving all parishes within the pastor-
ate is meant to take away much of the 
administrative duties that our priests  
and pastors typically carry out under  
our current model.

Visit setablazesf.org or scan the  
QR code to see more FAQs:
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life in the church

Death and afterlife in the Bible and the Church
By Father Michael Wensing 

N ovember begins with two celebrations focusing our 
attention on the “afterlife”—All Saints Day, with its 
focus on our hope to be among the saints in heaven 

someday, and All Souls Day, with a focus on prayer for those 
still on the journey of purification in the time after death on  
the way to the heavenly kingdom. 

Some years ago, I wrote a book titled “Death and Destiny in 
the Bible,” now out of publication. In this time of my early 
retirement, I wanted to expand on that in a new book about 
the afterlife, which would reflect on our ancient traditions and 
teachings about heaven, hell and purgatory. That manuscript 
is now under review for publication, but I’d like to share an 
excerpt from the early part of that book about how our Chris-
tian hope has deep roots in Judaism but then developed so 
much more with Jesus and his resurrection. We now live with 
resurrection faith and hope. Here is that excerpt:

Despite the modern popularity of experiences and journeys 
after a near-death episode, there is still much denial of death 
in the modern secular world or avoidance of any reflection 
over our personal mortality. A number of the saints in ancient 
paintings and sculptures are pictured with human skulls nearby 
or actually holding one in meditation, building on the biblical 
affirmations that we are to remember that our days are short in 
this life. The skulls are not representative of a desire for death; 
they are a reminder of the reality of death, a “memento mori.” 

When Christian art depicts skulls near a saint, it symbolizes 
more than his or her reflection on their mortality; it also came 
to symbolize the saint’s wisdom and prudence. “Make us 
know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of 
heart,” states Psalm 90. It takes wisdom and prudence to ac-
knowledge that death is in store for all of us, and it may come 
at any time, so be prepared. 

Keeping this truth in mind is meant to help us live each day 
more meaningfully. We are to relativize the priorities of this 
world, its riches and the indulgence in pleasure, in order to  
live more for Christ and others toward our ultimate hope— 
a communal sharing in happiness in eternity.

Such a reflection is about deepening our relationship with God, 
something that will endure beyond death. In this sense, we are 
living in the light of eternity. One of the popular annual “me-
mento mori” moments is Ash Wednesday. Being signed with 
ashes and reminded that we are dust and to dust we shall return 
is about doing a restart in the spiritual life each year. 

St. Ignatius of Loyola’s “Spiritual Exercises” likewise includes 
a meditation on death and is a source for contemplation during 

the first week of Lent following Ash Wednesday. And when 
we pray the Hail Mary, we conclude the prayer reminding 
ourselves of the two most important moments in life: “now” 
(the existential moment) and “at the hour of our death” our 
final moment on earth.

Franciscan preacher to the papal household, Father Cantala-
messa, in his Dec. 10, 2010, “Advent Reflection on Belief in 
Eternity and the New Evangelization,” contends that three 
“isms” are obstacles that confront the Gospel message today: 
scientism, secularism and rationalism. These, he noted, are 
especially true in taking humankind’s attention away from  
the matters of life and afterlife. 

He quickly summarized the influence such philosophers 
as Feuerbach, Marx and Freud had on this line of accepted 
thought by their contention that any belief in God was brought 
about by a desire for an eternal recompense. This desire arose 
as a projection for something “in the beyond” because of 
disappointed earthly expectations. Cantalamessa began to con-
front this with the evidence I unfold from the Old Testament 
in this manuscript, that Israel believed in God many centuries 
before it believed in an eternal recompense in the beyond! 
Hence, it is not the desire of eternal recompense that produced 
faith in God, but it is faith in God that produced the belief of 
an ultra-recompense for justice and happiness. That “beyond” 
may have, in the beginning, only been about a shadowy exis-
tence after life, which we will show evolved by late old and 
intertestamental times into the future Christian awakening of 
eternal possibilities. 

Because of these modern thinkers (mentioned above) a  
certain suspicion, forgetfulness and silence fell on the word 
“eternity.” I wrote to awaken a new consciousness toward  
our ultimate destiny  
beyond today’s world. 

As Cantalamessa con-
tended, a renewed faith 
in eternity does not only 
serve for evangelization, 
that is, the proclamation to 
be done to and for others, 
it serves to give a new 
impetus to our journey 
toward sanctity. Such a 
renewed faith helps us 
to endure and transform 
the sufferings of this life 
and increases a joy for the 
heart. We can be confident 
that we are heaven bound.

Father Michael Wensing 
holds a Licentiate of Sacred 
Theology degree and is a 
senior priest in our diocese.
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Aberdeen, Presentation Heights 
Sr. Mary Pius Gutoski- Nov. 15; 
Sr. Elaine Goodell- Mar. 27; Sr. 
Gayle Volz- Apr. 7; Sr. Teresita 
Schaefbauer- May 22; Sr. Armella 
Stratman- Jun. 25; Sr. Loraine 
Brown- Jul. 21

Aberdeen, Sacred Heart 
Michael Esser- Oct. 12; Muriel 
Andries- Oct. 21; Donna Jensen- 
Oct. 31; Dennis Benfit- Nov. 5; 
John Kannegieter- Nov. 18; Melissa 
Loebs- Nov. 23; Mary Keller- Nov. 
27; Michaele Gefre- Nov. 30; Millie 
Lockington- Nov. 28; Edward 
Brown- Jan. 1; Francis Church- Jan. 
10; Dorothy Bossly- Jan. 16; Richard 
Fischbach- Jan. 19; Betty Heinz- Feb. 
5; Robert Zerr- Feb. 24; Elroy Goetz- 
Feb. 25; Tom Saunders- Mar. 21; 
Beatrice Hawkins- May 9; Lois Gisi- 
May 13; Gertrude Mangan- May 27; 
Paul Heier- Jul. 1

Aberdeen, St. Mary 
Theodore Hatzenbeller- Nov. 6; 
Helen Kopecky- Nov. 20; Gary 
Klungseth- Nov. 25; Alice Gefre- 
Nov. 27; Vernon Cunningham- Dec. 
18; Josephine Little- Jan. 20; Aaron 
Mitzel- Feb. 9; Margaret Gisi- Feb. 
22; Pauline Fischer- Mar. 1; Bonnie 
Schile- Mar. 1; William Bierne- Mar. 
23; Albert Fischer- Mar. 27; Eric 
Jurgens- Apr. 6; Jaymi Hixon- Apr. 8; 
Violet Dafnis- Apr. 21; Kaye Jurgens- 
Apr. 29; Adeline Malsam- May 16; 
Leander Wolf- May 31; Maxine 
Hauck- Jun. 6; Gerianne Pfeiffer- Jun. 
21; William Klein- Jul. 12; LeRoy 
Lewis- Aug. 3; Velma Piatz- Aug. 29

Aberdeen, St. Thomas Aquinas 
Newman Center 
No deaths recorded.

Alexandria, St. Mary of Mercy 
Arthur Jarding Jr.- Jan. 20

Alexandria, Monastery of Our 
Mother of Mercy and St. Joseph 
No deaths recorded.

Arlington, St. John 
Report not submitted.

Armour, St. Paul the Apostle 
Judith Shearman- Apr. 17

Artesian, St. Charles 
David Dorris- Feb. 2; Phyllis 
Lambert- Apr. 7

Beresford, St. Teresa of Avila 
Olivia Limoges- Nov. 24; Corrine 
Lingberg- Dec. 5; Art Liefgen-  
Jan. 25; Lorraine Neuroth- Jun. 25

Big Bend, St. Catherine 
Thomas Middletent- Dec. 8; Cheris 
Bull Bear- Dec. 11; Thomas Big 
Eagle- Jan. 8; Halona Hall- Mar. 16; 
Victor St. John- May 31; Jorry Johnny 
Rattling Leaf/Firecloud- Aug. 31
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Big Stone City, St. Charles 
Robert Laskowski- Oct. 28; Eliabeth 
Hausauer- May 30; Daniel Schmieg- 
Jun. 11; Francis Benkofske- Jul. 15; 
Joanne Ross- Jul. 18

Bowdle/Hosmer, St. Augustine 
Gerard Heier- Apr. 30; Ann Thomsen- 
Aug. 12

Brandon, Risen Savior 
Delores Stauffacher- Oct. 17; Richard 
Raley- Dec. 8; Charles Brown- Dec. 
20; Robert DeGreef- Mar. 12; Gerald 
Bruggeman- Mar. 24; Jan Buri- Jun. 
6; Jerald Schwebach- Jul. 6; Patricia 
Dohrman- Jul. 28

Bridgewater, St. Stephen 
John Vondra- Nov. 9; Lois Vondrap- 
Feb. 19; John Heiberger- Apr. 4; 
Mary Weber- May 13

Britton/Hecla, St. John de Britto 
Report not submitted.

Brookings, Pope Pius XII Newman 
Center 
Pauline Eggers- Oct. 14; Peter 
Stoffel- Oct. 24; Dorothy Chase-  
Feb. 21; William Taylor- Apr. 12

Brookings, St. Thomas More 
Pauline Eggers- Oct. 14; Mary 
Eggert- Nov. 17; Ardelle Roberts- 
Nov. 28; Escamilla Miguel- Nov. 29; 
Duane Rykhus- Dec. 25; Benjamin 
Moss- Jan. 30; Paul Gill- Jan. 31; 
Cecelia Scholl- Feb. 1; Barbara 
Nelson- Feb. 6; John Colson- Feb. 
10; Frances Kantack- Feb. 11; Fr. 
Ronald Tangen- Mar. 6; Kathryn 
Wood- Mar. 17; Kathryn Dumke- 
Apr. 17; Kim Ullom- May 11; Mary 
Donohue- May 14; Hector Fierro 
Soto- May 20; Darleen Duffy- May 
22; Robert Foster- Jun. 4; Emil 
Misar- Jun. 18; Mary Pick- Jul. 2; 
John Jean- Jul. 6; June Helsper- Jul. 
15; Doreen Mullaney- Aug. 5; Joan 
Carey-Aug. 29

Bryant, St. Mary 
Report not submitted.

Canton, St. Dominic 
Janet McCann- Dec. 19; William 
McCann- Dec. 30; Jeanne Oliver- 
Mar. 4; Leonard DeSmet- Feb. 23; 
Kathy McCann- Apr. 26; Roger 
Vandemore- Aug. 3

Centerville, Good Shepherd 
No deaths recorded.

Chamberlain/Pukwana, St. James 
Mavis Scheonfelder- Jun. 5; 
Charles Houska- Nov. 19; Casey 
Sinclair Iversen- Nov. 28; Beverly  
Fredericks- Dec. 28; Marcella 
Svenson- Feb. 14; James Swenson- 
May 30; Marlene McGregor- Jun. 22; 
Mary Petersen- Jul. 28

Clark, St. Michael 
Gerald Schmitt- Feb. 4

Clear Lake/Gary, St. Mary 
Cletus Kruse- Oct. 20; Edward 
Brandenburger- Jan. 7; John Jenson- 
Jan. 10; Willard Dumke- Jan. 26; 
William Wiekamp- Feb. 8; Catherine 
Pfeil- Feb. 18; Roy Weber- Feb. 8; 
Leonard Prins- Mar. 5; Sharon  
Kruse-  Mar. 9

Colman, St. Peter 
Diane Calescibetta- Oct.17; 
Lee Anderson- Dec. 6; Patricia 
Broghammer- Dec.8; Robert  
Foster- Jun. 4

Dakota Dunes, St. Teresa of 
Calcutta 
John Huse- Sept. 6; Virginia Binder- 
Nov. 4; John Huse II- Nov. 27

Dante, Assumption 
R Thomas Kafka- Dec. 13; Ernest 
Kocer- Feb. 5; Janet Koupal- Feb. 21; 
Mary Irwin- Mar. 22

Dell Rapids, St. Mary 
Marietta Nelson- Dec. 19; Mary 
Dickerson- Feb. 4; Jean Pederson- 
Feb. 12; Ronald Miller- Feb. 15; 
Robert Donahue- Mar. 11; Maxine 
Heinemann- May 3; Michael Holmes- 
May 20; Shirley Fiegen- Jun. 11; 
James Gannon- Jun. 17; LaVonne 
Miller- Jul. 29; Amy VanDam- Aug. 8

DeSmet/Iroquois, St. Thomas 
Aquinas 
Report not submitted.

Dimock/Ethan, SS. Peter and Paul 
Ruth Sudbeck- Nov. 16; Mark Hohn- 
Dec. 23

Eden, Sacred Heart 
Thomas Krista- Oct. 6; Duane 
Michlitsch- Feb. 8; Bernard Pitzl-  
Jul. 31; Raymond Janisch- Aug. 16

Elk Point, St. Joseph 
Shirley DeBuhr- Dec. 15; Lois 
Laferriere- Feb. 16; Muriel Hall-  
Apr. 29; Norma Rosenbaum- Jul. 22

Elkton/Aurora, Our Lady of  
Good Help 
Marla Thielen- Oct. 28; Norma  
Lynn- Jan. 11

Emery, St. Martin 
No deaths recorded.

Epiphany/Spencer/Farmer,  
Church of Epiphany 
Ruth Scheuren- Dec. 8; Merleen 
Duxbury- Feb. 1; Henry Scheuren- 
Aug. 26

Estelline/Castlewood, St. Francis 
de Sales 
No deaths recorded.

Eureka, St. Joseph 
Agnes Schwingler- Oct. 11
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Faulkton/Seneca/Orient,  
St. Thomas 
Joseph Bowar Jr.- Oct. 30; Curt 
Schaefers- Nov. 26; Richard Schulte- 
Dec. 8; Kilian Hempel- Jan. 24; 
Richard Bent- Feb. 13; Gloria 
Hansen- Mar. 3; Donald Edgar-  
Mar. 5; Julie Bowar- Aug. 3

Flandreau, SS. Simon and Jude 
Patricia Rice- Oct. 26; Wilma Ahlers- 
Nov. 26; Leslie Tso- Jan. 6; Rosemary 
Gill- Jan. 17; Helen Brakke- Apr. 29; 
Elmer Hinricher- Jul. 11

Florence, Blessed Sacrament 
Mary Jo Flemming- Oct. 16; Donald 
Maag- Dec. 26; Mary Tschakert-  
Jun. 1

Fort Thompson, St. Joseph 
Clarissa Sargeant- Oct. 6; Anita 
Koster- Oct. 24; Audrey Surrounded- 
Oct. 29; Bernadine Gingway- Nov. 
7; Arnold Walking Bull- Nov. 9; 
Charles Devine- Nov. 13; Sally 
His Law- Nov. 20; Carla Rabbit- 
Nov. 22; Enola Sazue- Nov. 26; 
Preston Fleury- Nov. 28; Loverine 
Walking Bull- Dec. 21; Christopher 
Rockwood- Dec. 23; Kimberly Bear 
Face- Dec. 24; Claudette McBride- 
Dec. 26; Clarence Wind, Jr.- Jan.  
11; Richard Traversie- Jan. 23; 
Roberta Harrison- Jan. 23; David 
Gravatt- Mar. 28; Thulow Ross-  
Apr. 26; Dominique St. Pierre-  
May 1; Kristeana Touche- May 5

Garretson, St. Rose of Lima 
Bonnie Froseth- Dec. 26; Donald 
Pierret- Aug. 4; Darrell Busch-  
Jul. 10

Geddes, St. Ann 
Mary Schulte- Oct. 31; Dale Laron- 
Nov. 18; William Millar- Jul. 2

Gettysburg, Sacred Heart 
Ruth Starks- Oct. 21; Edward 
Robbennolt - Dec. 22; Evelyn 
McGough- Jun. 17; Eugene Nagel- 
Jul. 25; David Welder- Aug. 9

Grenville, St. Joseph 
Donna Okroi- Nov. 10; Linda 
Gronke- Dec. 8; Greg Kurkowski- 
Feb. 11; Mark Ewalt- Feb. 23;  
Roger Henning- Mar. 10; Chad 
Rumpca- Aug. 13

Groton, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Ruth Prunty- Nov. 6; Marian Grode- 
Nov. 18; Patricia Nietert- Dec. 6; 
James Marx- Jan. 8; Earl Grandpre- 
Feb. 27; Robert Grode- Aug. 3; 
Donald Grode- Aug. 10; Andy  
Daly- Aug. 24

Harrisburg, St. John Paul II 
Deborah Souvignier- Dec. 14;  
Dan McCoy- Feb. 17; John Eckert- 
Feb. 25; Noah Hierholzer- Mar. 7

Hartford, St. George 
Carol McMahon- Oct. 29; Marilyn 
Siemonsma- Apr. 4; Charlotte 
Boysen- May 5; Roger Sterrett-  
Jun. 12; David McMahon- Jun. 4; 
Susan Deters- Aug. 7

Henry, St. Henry 
No deaths recorded.

Herried, St. Michael 
Sandra Ackerman- Oct. 23; Marilyn 
Schaefbauer- Oct. 28; Vicki Mitzel- 
Oct. 31; Eileen Weisbeck- Nov. 14; 
Thomas Huber- Jan. 17; Robert 
Fried- Jan. 20; Donna Senftner-  
Mar. 19; Barry Volk- Jun. 17;  
Joann Schneider- Jul. 3; Esther 
Weisbeck- Aug. 15

Highmore/Harrold, St. Mary 
Philip Kusser- Dec. 16; Patricia 
McCloud- Jul. 30

Hoven/Onaka, St. Anthony 
Rose Marie Reuer- Dec. 13; 
Betty Hermann- Dec. 28; Eileen 
Beitelspacher- Jan. 19; Kristin 
McIntire- Jan. 25; Mike Niemiller- 
Feb. 1; Merici Rader- Mar. 5; Cliff 
Simon- May 30

Howard, St. Agatha 
Eileen Bockorny- Oct. 25; Dolores 
Rasmussen- Nov. 19; Donald 
Threadgold- Nov. 21; Leona Feldhaus- 
Dec. 20; Kathryn Kothe- Feb. 17; Mae 
Rubenstein- Mar. 11; Jerry Hodges- 
May 7; Patricia Winker- May 20; 
Dolores Esser- Jul. 18

Humboldt, St. Ann 
James Jarding- Jan. 16; Barbara 
Hanisch- Feb. 15; Francis Sieverding- 
Apr. 29; Charlene Jones- Jan. 14; 
Duane Struck- Jun. 25; Pamela 
Ideker- Jul. 16; Marcene Redenius- 
Jul. 22; Steven Hartle- Jul. 25

Huntimer, St. Joseph the Workman 
Clarice Tebbe- Aug. 23; Mary 
Gillespie- Dec. 4; Irene Carmody- 
Dec. 27

Huron, Holy Trinity 
James Kaiser- Oct. 6; Donna Rudy- 
Oct. 16; Mary Fogg- Nov. 12; 
Marlene Slepikas- Nov. 19; Jayne 
Dutenhoeffer- Nov. 25; Kristina 
Haugen- Dec. 2; Marlene Rudy- Dec. 
10; Joseph Turner- Dec. 11; Vincent 
DePaul Heyn- Jan. 1; Nicholas 
Pomerico- Jan. 8; Theodore Wipf- 
Jan. 15; Lorraine Schlueter- Jan. 24; 
David Ransom- Jan. 27; Mary Jane 
Judy- Jan. 28; Dolores Ford- Mar. 
18; Ardeen Obando- Apr. 6; Deanne 
Keleher- Apr. 29; Thomas McKee- 
Apr. 30; Norma Will- Jun. 4; Rita 
Wren- Jun. 12; Grace McAloon- Jun. 
19; Lois Konst- Jun. 23; Gila Henkel- 
Jul. 4; Lila Schnabel- Jul. 18; Mary 
Thomas- Jul. 25; Mary Rudd- Aug. 
17; Doris Cordell- Aug. 21
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Idylwilde/Mayfield, St. Boniface 
Charlotte McManus- Dec. 20; Allen 
Leber- Jan. 9; Joel Burfeindt- Feb. 10

Ipswich, Holy Cross 
Kevin Holt- Oct. 24; Norberta 
Jangula- Nov. 23; Robert Geditz Sr.- 
Nov. 28; Wilma Williams- Jan. 11; 
Conrad Miller- Jan. 11; JoAnn Miller- 
Jan. 19; Raymond Reiger- Jan. 24; 
Richard Henderson- Feb. 3; Marjorie 
Williams- May 3; Pauline Draskovic- 
May 20; Andrew Thares- Jun. 28; 
Francis Kinney- Jul. 29; Angela 
Heinz- Aug. 20

Jefferson, St. Peter 
Mary Fornia- Jan. 22; Raymond 
LaFleur- Feb. 26; Agnes Hoffman- 
Mar. 30

Kimball, St. Margaret 
Rosemary Rasmussen- Nov. 4; James 
Konechne Jr.- Feb. 10; Irma Stadler- 
Feb. 12; Wallace McGregor- Feb. 13; 
Raymond Blasius- Mar. 16; Loretta 
Blasius- Apr. 4; David Cahill- Apr. 
16; Doris Kuestermeyer- Jun. 6; 
Margaret Konechne- Jun. 22;  
Erma Carda- Jul. 5

Kranzburg/Waverly, Holy Rosary 
Randall Mack- Oct. 13; DuWayne 
Mack- Jan. 12; Roger Brandriet- Mar. 
16; Donna Hanten- Mar. 20; Michael 
Raml- May 5; James Comes- May 
23; Melvin Turbak- Jun. 18; James 
Lenards- Jul. 8

Lake Andes, St. Mark 
Eugene Payer- Jan. 4; Shari Boetel- 
Aug. 21

Lennox/Worthington, St. Magdalen 
Ellen Renz- Feb. 18; Margaret 
Schuttloffel- Apr. 29

Leola, Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Gordon Mack- Nov. 9

Lesterville/Sigel, St. John the 
Baptist 
No deaths recorded.

Madison, St. Thomas Aquinas 
Joan Johnson- Oct. 3; Donna 
Brown- Oct. 8; John Habeger- Oct. 
12; Robert Casanova- Nov. 6; Mary 
Daniels- Dec. 9; Paul Christiansen- 
Dec. 12; Eileen Hudson- Dec. 20; 
Diann Ullom- Dec. 21; Edward 

Madison- Jan. 4; Neal McIntyre- Jan. 
17; Doris McDonald- Jan. 24; Keith 
Kappenman- Jan. 30; Daniel Barker- 
Feb. 6; Elida DeVaney- Jun. 21; 
James Maloney- Jul. 24

Marty, St. Paul 
Michelle DeLaCerda- Oct. 17; Eunice 
Penton- Oct. 19; David Reynolds- 
Oct. 24; Elwood Dwyer Jr.- Oct. 
28; Faron Iron Hawk Sr.- Nov. 15; 
Catherine Charging Hawk- Dec. 
6; Louis Hare Sr.- Jan. 26; Alan 
Provost- May 2; Thurman Cournoyer 
Jr.- Jul. 3; Priscilla Lee- Jul. 16; 
Leo O’Connor- Aug. 10; Dakotah 
Mendez- Aug. 28

Marty, Oblate Sisters of the  
Blessed Sacrament 
Sr. Inez Jetty OSBS- Apr. 17

Mellette, All Saints 
Keith Breidenbach- Nov. 13; Kathy 
Thorson- Dec. 7; Marlyn Francoli- 
Apr. 30

Milbank, Daughters of St. Mary  
of Providence 
Report not submitted.

Milbank/Wilmot, St. Lawrence 
Dale Dornbusch- Oct. 26; Daryl 
Folk- Oct. 28; Louise Schmidt- Nov. 
20; Bernard Boos, Jr.- Nov. 30; Leon 
Jurgens- Dec. 1; Donald Mead- Dec. 
14; Gladys Folk- Dec. 17; Marianne 
Ulrich- Jan. 2; Alphonse Holtzmann- 
Jan. 21; Stephen Cramer- Feb. 9; 
Melvin McCulloch- Mar. 20; Joseph 
Peters- May 3; Donald Wiseman- 
May 4; Betty Giossi- May 25; 
Charles Korstjens- Jun. 4; Berniece 
Folk- Jun. 7; Steve Lambrechts- Jun. 
14; RoseAnn Wollschlager- Jul. 15; 
Marlys Laskowske- Aug. 11

Miller/Wessington, St. Ann 
Marie Froning- Oct. 24; Charlotte 
Molander- Oct. 31; Alyce 
Oligmueller- Dec. 29; Dwaine 
Hoftiezer- Jan. 2; David Zemlicka- 
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Jan. 9; Dennis Lott- Jan. 16; Margaret 
Hamiel- Jan. 26; Larry Fernholz- Jan. 
31; Marvin Matthews- Mar. 10; Irene 
Fanning- Mar. 20; Donna Koeck- 
Mar. 25; Delmar Fawcett- Jul. 15; 
Colleen Koeck- Aug. 11

Mitchell, Holy Family 
George Schulte- Oct. 14; Laurel 
Wald- Oct. 30; Claudia Hill- Nov. 
8; Jody Ridgway- Nov. 10; Blanche 
Krell- Nov. 10; Eugene Haiar- Nov. 
30; Gerald Termeer- Nov. 24; Helen 
Matya- Dec. 13; Donald McBrayer- 
Jan. 8; Jimmy Traupel- Feb. 1; Fred 
Kobold- Feb. 2; Edna Oberembt- Feb. 
27; Duane Wald- Mar. 10; Arthur 
Pollreisz- Apr. 13; Lavonne Schmit- 
Apr. 25; Anthony Zens- May 6; 
Geraldine Oberembt- Jun. 4; Georgia 
Livesay- Jul. 1; Robert Nelson- Jul. 
2; James Byorth- Jul. 8; Rita Weber- 
Jul. 25; Elmer Herrmann- Jul. 31; 
Jack Munce- Aug. 9; Lucille Geisler- 
Aug. 18; Rosalie Hohn- Aug. 29

Mitchell, Holy Spirit 
Michael Royston- Nov. 2; Daniel 
Barber- Nov. 4; Norman Maeschen- 
Dec. 11; Clint Neugebauer- Jan. 4; 
Eugene Schneider- Mar. 15; Mary 
Weepie- Mar. 17; Donetta Yusten- 
Mar. 25; Geraldine Hohn- Apr. 21; 
Randall Larson- May 9; Elizabeth 
Widman- Jun. 2; Robert Nelson- Jul. 
2; Clet Schoenfelder- Jul. 2; Valeria 
Schoenfelder- Jul. 3

Mobridge, St. Joseph 
Tony Schneider- Oct. 12; Frances 
Holzer- Oct. 20; Janice Aberle- 
Oct. 28; Marcus Lesmeister- Dec. 
3; Cletus Mulloy- Dec. 5; Janette 
Scherr- Dec. 16; Raymond Miklos- 
Dec. 23; Herman Hulm- Jan. 6; Janet 
Auble- Mar. 22; Verna Ehnes- Mar. 
24; Catherine Luckhurst- Jun. 22; 
Rodney Senger- Jun. 24

Montrose, St. Patrick 
Antonio Armagno- Oct. 17; Donald 
Erickson- Nov. 3; Wesley Combs-  

Nov. 17; John Nelson- Mar. 21; Richard 
Zimmer- Apr. 30; Frank Schaefer- May 
5; David Erickson- May 23

Onida, St. Pius X 
William Donahue- Jan. 23

Parker, St. Christina/Marion,  
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Melissa Leber- Sept. 30; Julie 
Andersen- Apr. 1; Thomas Fitzgerald- 
May 14

Parkston/Tripp, Sacred Heart 
Patrick Janish- Oct. 31; William 
Roth- Nov. 6; Harriet Gukeisen-  
Dec. 4; Vilas Hohn- Dec. 19; Kolleen 
Moran- Jan. 11; JoAnn Ray- Feb. 24; 
Ione Fideler- Apr. 14; Janice Weiss- 
Mar. 21; Thomas Wagner- May 12; 
Marceline Degen- May 16; Nancy 
Hult- Jun. 20; Saluma Hohn- Jul. 
1; Gus Pansagrau- Jul. 12; JoAnn 
Huey- Aug. 4; Kenneth Sly- Aug. 
12; Lorraine Gall- Jul. 27; Donald 
Schoenfelder- Aug. 20; Dennis 
Schoenfelder- Aug. 31

Pierre, SS. Peter and Paul 
LeRoy Mernaugh- Oct. 2; Jean 
Rounds- Nov. 2; Wade Wieczorek- 
Nov. 29; James Fargen- Nov. 29; 
Andrew Deis- Dec. 3; Charlotte 
Conway- Dec. 8; Lyle Metzinger- 
Feb. 8; Emery Byer- Feb. 23; Carla 
Madden- Jul. 1; Kitty Werthmann- 
Jul. 14; Shirley Doyle- Jul. 21; Allen 
Lesniak- Aug. 16;  Marlys Foster- 
Aug. 17; Christopher Klein- Aug. 23

Plankinton/Mt.Vernon, St. John 
John Pollard- Oct. 11; Joel 
Hernandez- Nov. 2; Ida Hoffman- 
Apr. 30; William Haak- Jun. 23; 
Ronald Baker- Jul. 29; Hershell Page- 
Jul. 29; David Grambihler- Aug. 3

Platte, St. Peter the Apostle 
Joseph Fernholz- Jan. 6; Peter 
Mathey- Feb. 11; Marcella Hudek- 
Apr. 29; Elizabeth Cool- May 9;  
Kenneth Sly- Aug. 12

Polo, St. Liborius 
Gerald Mullaney- Dec. 11; Marietta 
Wieseler- Jan. 3; Corrine Haugen- 
Feb. 3; James Beidler- Feb. 21; Jose 
Goncalves- Mar. 21; Leo Naber-  
Apr. 20; Dale Brueggeman- Apr. 25; 
Mary Ann Beidler - Jul. 26; Robert 
Ortmeier- Aug. 6; John Schaefers, 
Jr.- Aug. 30

Ramona, St. William 
No deaths recorded.

Redfield, St. Bernard 
Michael Esser- Oct. 12; Robert 
Irwin- Oct. 18; Galen Campbell- 
Dec. 27; Patricia Johnson- Dec. 30; 
Francis Gruenwald- Feb. 20; Ronald 
Pollock- Feb. 1; Joseph Gruenwald- 
Feb. 2; Alicia Van Houten- Feb. 
24; Duane Mason- Mar. 13; Craig 
Grogan- Mar. 14; Merlin Grimm- 
Mar. 20; Judith Jungwirth-Watson- 
Mar. 26; Danny Thomas- Mar. 31; 
LaVonne Woodring- Apr. 8; Gordon 
Muellenberg- Jun. 8; Elnora Burdick- 
Jun. 9; Gordon Geuke- Jun. 30; 
Clairice Robinson- Jul. 31

Revillo, Annunciation 
Report not submitted.

Roscoe, St. Thomas the Apostle 
Marvin Uhrich- Oct. 18; Leo 
Himmerich- Dec. 17; Colleen 
Fischer- May 14; Lenny Uhrich- Jun. 
4; Mary Kraft- Jun. 5

Rosholt, St. John the Baptist 
Adela Gustafson- Feb. 12; David 
Keller- Jun. 12

Salem, St. Mary 
Don Erickson- Oct. 28; Rose Forster- 
Nov. 15; Cletus Heumiller- Dec. 14; 
Janice Workman- Feb. 10; Pamela 
Stroud- Jan. 29; Roberta Kinzley- 
Feb. 26; Shirley Heumiller- Jul. 
5; William Reif- Jul. 8; Richard 
Bartling- Jul. 8; D’Ette Beck- Aug. 9
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Scotland, St. George 
Sylvia Jezek- Dec. 1; Shirley 
Rokusek- May 27

Selby, St. Anthony 
Tayson Cano- Dec. 23; James 
Miklos- Jul. 31

Sioux Falls, Cathedral of Saint 
Joseph 
Mark Boyum- Oct. 7; Marilyn 
Larson- Oct. 14; Dorothy Bauer-  
Oct. 25; Mary Lou Donahoe- Nov. 
25; Rosemary Brooks- Jan. 12; Roda 
Deng- Jan. 23; Joanna Reed- Feb. 
18; Dorothy Herbert- Mar. 17; Bryon 
Hills- Apr. 11; Adelaide Donaldson- 
Apr. 18; Amanuel Malik- Apr. 21; 
Mabor Bay- May 12; MaryLou 
Zabdyr- May 20; LaVone Wagner- 
May 31; Phyllis Miller- Jun. 2; 
Thomas Bruce- Jun. 19; Gulya Dier- 
Jun. 22; Paul Billion- Aug. 19

Sioux Falls, Christ the King 
Joan Bassing- Oct. 17; Lorine 
Rann-Pederson- Nov. 13; Katharine 
Fogelman- Nov. 15; Bernice Cronin- 
Dec. 4; Janice Anderson- Jan. 10; 
Michael Nelson- Jan. 11; Carol 
Srstka- Jan. 18; Louise Faini- Jan. 
22; Linda Geraets- Jan. 23; Donna 
Walden- Jan. 24; Cecelia Randall- 
Jan. 30; Ronald Beaner- Feb. 23; 
Donald Anderson- Mar. 4; Roman 
Suing- May 20; Norbert Heer- Jul. 
13; Mavis Jenkins- Jul. 15; Phyllis 
Hildebrand- Jul. 25; Barbara Josten- 
Aug. 11

Sioux Falls, Holy Spirit 
Sean Whittle- Sept. 23; James Cink- 
Oct. 3; Glorianne Reiter- Oct. 13; 
Phyllis Carney- Oct. 14; Marlene 
Kiszer- Oct. 14; Jim Soyer- Oct. 15; 
Dennis Dingman- Nov. 17; Richard 
Gunderson- Nov. 21; Gail Kennedy- 
Nov. 21; Lyle Wolf- Dec. 1; Gregory 
Yaroch- Dec. 3; Robert Brekke- Dec. 
7; Delores Welch- Dec. 13; Charles 
Wood- Jan. 1; Patricia Garry- Jan. 

3; Richard Sabers- Jan. 12; Sherri 
Campbell- Jan. 21; Richard Carney- 
Jan. 27; Michael Kihne- Feb. 11; 
Dolores Foley- Feb. 12; Delores 
Sanford- Feb. 22; Mark Shlanta- 
Feb. 23; Gary Gaspar- Mar. 8; Lucy 
Baxter- Mar. 18; Wayne Pauli- Mar. 
21; Reed Grace- Mar. 26; Brian 
Berry- Mar. 27; James Dresch- Apr. 
30; Karen Smith- May 8; Kyla 
Snelling- May 15; Bruce Prouse- 
May 22; Michael Majeres- May 
26; Regina Miciak- Jul. 10; Donald 
Szymik- Jul. 12; James Hanzer Jr.- 
Jul. 25; Catherine Dinneen- Aug. 5; 
Joni Goodall- Aug. 7

Sioux Falls, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 
Miriam del Socorro Diaz- Aug. 21

Sioux Falls, St. Katharine Drexel 
Marilyn Lipetzky- Oct. 13; Beverly 
Weeg- Nov. 11; Esther Loterbauer- 
Jan. 27; Randi Gerlach- Mar. 
1; Pamela Kuchta- Jul. 3; Curt 
Christensen- Jul. 23

Sioux Falls, St. Lambert 
Donald Burggraff- Nov. 18; Joanne 
Denevan- Dec. 14; Patrick Aschoff- 
Jan. 15; Mong Ta- Jan. 17; John 
Engberg- Feb. 9; Terrence Timmer- 
Feb. 11; Kathleen Buchheim- Feb. 
13; Shirley Lawrence - Mar. 26; 
Margaret Laddusaw- Apr. 12; 
Carolyn Staebell- May 12; Robert 
Dieren- May 22; Dorothy Sargent- 
Jun. 16; Derald Cink- Jun. 17; Orlene 
Brende- Jun. 18; Kenneth Beringer- 
Jul. 20; JoAnn Berndt- Jul. 29; Byron 
Boe- Jul. 30; Robert Tunender- Aug. 
1; Donald Blumhoff- Aug. 4; Dennis 
Martinec- Aug. 12; Mark Stevens- 
Aug. 15

Sioux Falls, St. Mary 
Graydon Kickul- Oct. 10; Judy 
Jaqua- Oct. 16; Joseph Keating- Nov. 
12; Monica Olson- Dec. 14; Adeline 
Anderson- Dec. 23; Anne Frankman- 

Dec. 24; Joyce Kingery- Dec. 29; 
Mary Beth Retterath- Jan. 13; Rose 
Kennelly- Jan. 13; Agnes Dyer- Jan. 
13; Marianne Goodis- Jan. 30; Sonia 
Palen- Feb. 2; Charlotte Bonnstetter- 
Feb. 13; Bruce Dyer- Feb. 26; Evelyn 
Burggraff- Mar. 12; Marguerite 
Flakus- Apr. 8; Patrick Mills- Apr. 
21; Tony Kolbeck- May 26; George 
Fendrich- Jun. 9; George Johnson- 
Jun. 12; Marie Nash- Jun. 19; Hilda 
Berreau- Jun. 27; Shane Sejnoha- Jul. 
1; Grant Whitwam- Jul. 9; Sandra 
Odegaard- Jul. 28; Pat Darger- Aug. 
2; Patrick Ament- Aug. 6; Vivian 
Hovden- Aug. 13

Sioux Falls, St. Michael 
Rosemary Beuckens- Oct. 8; 
June Haley- Oct. 15; Margaret 
Nieber- Oct. 21; Marguerite Barrett- 
Nov. 12; James Smith- Nov. 14; 
Andrew Kitzman- Nov. 30; Evelyn 
Bezdichek- Dec. 21; Zachary 
Carlson- Dec. 22; Donald Spader- 
Dec. 26; Rosanna Burnison- Jan. 5; 
Lorraine Hooper- Jan. 10; Sharon 
Engberg- Jan. 11; William Bangasser- 
Jan. 11; Renee Vermillion- Jan. 17; 
Doris Duffy- Jan. 22; Gerald Beck- 
Jan. 25; Karen McGuire- Feb. 2; Joel 
Burfeindt- Feb. 10; Nancy Wheeler- 
Feb. 15; Doug Schettler- Feb. 25; 
Dale Fahrendorf- Feb. 27; Evelyn 
Pearson- Mar. 9; Shirley Neises- Apr. 
6; Martha Fester- Apr. 19; Marcella 
Welch- Jun. 15; Michael Smith- Jun. 
18; Mary Lou Mahan- Jul. 13; John 
Wallace- Jul. 29; Alvin Cink- Jul. 31; 
Donald Myers- Jul. 31; Leonard Folk- 
Aug. 10; Crystal Perry- Aug. 11; 
Charles Kerkhove- Aug. 12; Gloria 
Beaner- Aug. 17; Alice Staebell- Aug. 
20

Sioux Falls, St. Therese 
Lana Ueke- Aug. 18; Edwin Jochim- 
Oct. 9; Marian Lawrence- Nov. 
2; Cletus Mulloy- Dec. 5; Daniel 
Mickalowski- Jan. 26; John Olson- 
May 1; Marian Tucker- Jul. 22
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Sioux Falls, Pro Ecclesia Sancta 
No deaths recorded.

Sioux Falls, Perpetual Adoration 
Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament 
No deaths recorded.

Sisseton, St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
Gordon St. John- Oct. 30; Lillian 
Owne- Jan. 19; Duane Wanna- Mar. 
23; Carla Brown-Sherman- May 14; 
Lloyd LaBelle, Jr.- May 24; Emery 
White, Jr.- Jun. 15; Julian Bursheim- 
Jun. 23; Celine Buckanaga- Aug. 22

Sisseton/Veblen, St. Peter 
Joseph Valentine- Nov. 26; Linda 
Hoss- Feb. 5; Elaine Heinecke- Apr. 
7; Vivian Holman- May 15

Springfield, St. Vincent de Paul 
Doris Fiedler- Nov. 11; Sara Soukup- 
Dec. 2

Stephan, Immaculate Conception 
Bernice Ellsworth- Nov. 6

Stickney, St. Mary 
Carol Schabot- Nov. 1

Tabor, St. Wenceslaus 
Kenneth Hejna- Oct. 5; Elijah Roth- 
Dec. 10; Richard Honner- Dec. 
30; Richard Potts- Jan. 31; Maxine 
Kronaizl - Feb. 15; Lillian Merkwan- 
Mar. 12; Angeline Kortan- Apr. 27; 
Rita Fejfar- May 28; Stanley Varilek- 
Jul. 29; James Schuch- Aug. 8

Tea, St. Nicholas 
Deborah Souvignier- Dec. 14;  
Janet Klinkhammer- May 3;  
Delmer Wetering- Aug. 16

Turton, St. Joseph 
Kenneth Hiles- Jan. 23; Carol Smith- 
May 18; Cyd Rahm- Jun. 28; Debra 
Rahm- Aug. 2

Tyndall, St. Leo 
Helen Vavruska- Oct. 11; Dennis 
Pravecek- Dec. 15; Marilyn 
Rothschadl- Feb. 24; Georgine Suing- 
Mar. 24; Geraldine Naff- Apr. 13; 
Marjorie Sternhagen- Apr. 24; George 
Jaeger- May 12; Marie Weidner- Jul. 
4; Marlene Zieser-Blackburn- Jul. 22; 
Loraine Gall- Jul. 27; Jane Sedlacek- 
Jul. 30; Magdeline Bame- Aug. 15; 
Marcella Becvar- Aug. 19; Jeffery 
Sedlacek- Aug. 20

Vermillion, St. Agnes 
Mary Merrigan- Oct. 11; Barbara 
Bernard- Nov. 12; Joanne Tieman- 
Nov. 29; Carroll Mary Cain- Mar. 9; 
Joe Reedy- Mar. 22; Stephen Noll- 
Apr. 2; Terrence Seney- Jun. 6; Ken 
Beringer- Jul. 20; Ardiss Dwyer- Jul. 
24; Richard Sorensen- Jul. 29

Vermillion, St. Thomas More 
Newman Center 
No deaths recorded.

Wagner, St. John the Baptist 
Robert Dvorak- Nov. 19; Rebecca 
Kokesh- Feb. 6; Lisa Durham- Apr. 2; 
Margarette Schuurmans- Apr. 3; Paul 
Wentland- Apr. 12; Marie Soukup- 
May 20; Paul Soukup- May 21; 
Deloris Kubal- Aug. 1; Mary Varin- 
Aug. 11; Jacqueline Brecke- Aug. 15; 
John Harmon- Aug. 27

Wakonda, St. Patrick 
Nancy Christensen- Jan. 9; Vitalis 
Gaidelis- Mar. 6; Richard Gregoire- 
Sept. 17; Madonna Keeley- Jul. 4

Watertown, Holy Name of Jesus 
JoAnn Marquardt- Oct. 17; Linda 
Neuendorf- Nov. 2; Donna Zirbes- 
Nov. 15; Taryn Sumner- Nov. 26; 
Edward Ronke- Nov. 28; Mildred 
Pellish- Dec. 21; Joann Roethler- 
Jan. 15; Mavis Dale- Jan. 21; Nancy 
Roethler- Feb. 1; Norwin Sather- 

Feb. 4; Dorothy Chase- Feb. 10; 
Linnea Allbee- Feb. 14; Delphine 
Hanten- Feb. 27; LaVertta Evenson- 
Mar. 4; Elaine Lesnar- Apr. 26; 
Audrey Heathcote- May 7; Grant 
Whitwam- Jul. 9; Hope Rohr- Jul. 10; 
Penny Hammrich- Aug. 11; George 
Lindberg- Aug. 22; DeWayne Jensen- 
Aug. 25

Watertown, Immaculate 
Conception 
David Hanten- Oct. 8; Donna Coplan- 
Oct. 10; William Ortmeier- Oct. 
18; Colette Norbeck- Nov. 1; Maria 
Baldani- Nov. 16; Donald Riley- Nov. 
26; Patricia Yetter- Dec. 25; Mary 
Lou Barlow- Jan. 5; Paul Day- Jan. 
15; Christopher Kranz- Jan. 24; Jerry 
Ness- Feb. 6; Mel Reichling- Feb. 9; 
Dorothy Halajian- Mar. 21; LeRoy 
Schliesman- Apr. 4; Roy Aker- May 
3; Bonnie Dailey- May 6; Tracy 
Ducoff- May 13; Kenneth Roethler- 
May 17; Max Fleischhacker- May 19; 
Leslie Wetzel- Jul. 29; Marie Cooley- 
Aug. 1; Robert Ortmeier- Aug. 2

Watertown, Mother of God 
Monastery 
No deaths recorded.

Waubay, Immaculate Conception 
Aubree Wampler- Nov. 1; Max 
Fleischhacker- May 19

Webster, Christ the King 
Maurice Bierschbach- Oct. 6; William 
Wika- Oct. 12; Francis Zenk- Oct. 
30; Gerald Hanten- Nov. 11; David 
Burns- Nov. 26; Laverne Block- Jan. 
14; Judy Gaikowski- Jan. 17; Irl 
Schiley- Feb. 28; Leo Schmit- Mar. 
22; Donald Kotzea- Apr. 1; Deloris 
Whitlock- Apr. 2; Robert Kirchmeier- 
Apr. 29; Larry Wagner- May 4; Ron 
Hinze- May 6; Jay Cranston- Jul. 3
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Wessington Springs/Duncan,  
St. Joseph 
Viola Scherschligt- Dec. 19; Jack 
Tiede- Feb. 17; Gerald Higgins-  
Mar. 22

Westport, Sacred Heart 
Robert Pence- Aug. 24

White, St. Paul 
Howard Horner- May 3; Tom Morris- 
Jul. 28

White Lake, St. Peter 
Ruth Cosard- Mar. 6; Erma Carda- 
Jul. 5

Woonsocket, St. Wilfrid 
Peggy Prinz- Oct. 30; Dean Miller- 
Nov. 5; Lawrence Triem- Jan. 24; 
Patrick Howard- Jan. 26; Darlene 
Boese- Mar. 8; Florence Tiede- Mar. 
17; Lawrence Miller- Apr. 7; Karen 
Kogel- Aug. 4

Yankton, Sacred Heart 
Rita Seeley- Oct. 8; Robert Neumayr- 
Oct. 10; George Smith- Oct. 19; 
Ronald Tappe- Oct. 20; Kevin 
Lemon- Oct. 21; Clarine Fejfar- Nov. 
18; Janice Gill- Nov. 27; Robert 
Kellen- Nov. 29; Linda Tramp- Dec. 
11; Lawrence Murphy- Dec. 14; Judith 
Heine- Dec. 28; John Hoebelheinrich- 
Dec. 28; Donna Steckler- Jan. 22; 
DeWayne Plautz- Jan. 24; Margie 
Shore- Jan. 26; Beth Adamson- Feb. 
8; Larry Schurman- Feb. 10; Lyle 
Johnson- Feb. 17; Albina Schrempp- 
Mar. 4; Harold Wuestewald- Mar. 
14; Donald Hopkins- Mar. 19; John 
Leinen- Mar. 27; Carole Mach- Apr. 
8; Carlton Hermann- Apr. 16; Tim 
Mulhair- Apr. 23; Gary Slowey- Apr. 
29; Gerald Wuebben- Apr. 30; Karen 
Starr- May 9; Kathryn Nelson- May 
12; Maureen Staniech- May 12; 
Patricia Kleinschmit- May 23; Megan 
Lemon- Jun. 5; James Rembold- Jun. 
10; Cheryl Ahrens- Jun. 25; Joan 
Wright- Jun. 30; Mary Johnson- Jul. 
23; Franklin Rempp- Jul. 25; Leonard 
Sorenson- Aug. 8

Yankton, Sacred Heart Monastery 
Sr. Jacquelyn Ernster- Nov. 20;  
Sr. Elise Haverkamp- Dec. 4;  
Sr. Rosaleen Dickes- Feb. 1;  
Sr. Mary John Scheuren- Feb. 22

Yankton, St. Benedict 
Leon Schrempp- Oct. 19; John 
Lucas- Oct. 22; John Anderson- 
Dec. 6; Leona Cwach- Jan. 11; 
Eileen Neubauer- Jan. 25; Kenneth 
Guenther- Mar. 17; Mary McMillen- 
Mar. 20; Carol Kurtzhals- May 19; 
Alberta Bender- May 30; Mary 
Albrecht- Jun. 1; Adelaide Fix-  
Jun. 3; Gerald Law- Jul. 16;  
Betty Cwach- Aug. 18

Priests/Deacons 
Msgr. Carlton Hermann- Apr. 16; 
Rev. Dana Christensen- May 15;  
Rev. Kenneth Bain- Aug. 25;  
Rev. William Osborn- Aug. 25

All the stillborn, miscarried  
and aborted babies.

Respectfully submitted by Brianna 
Wingen, Communications Office
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answering the call

Listen carefully for the true call
By Marcus Ashlock

L ife seems unfair in the way we 
try to make teenagers decide on 
their life’s work or career after 

high school when the human brain does 
not even fully develop until the mid-20s. 
By that time, college degrees, or even 
graduate school, could very well be 
complete, cementing a path of one’s life 
for a number of years to come.

As Catholics, choosing one’s vocation 
to be married or to give oneself to God 
in religious life or priesthood is some-
thing heard at Mass or during catechesis 
regularly. We are called to pray for our 
youth who are discerning their future by 
seeking the Holy Spirit’s guidance and 
to hope our children are open to hearing 
the Lord knock on the doors of their 
hearts and minds.

How do you know when the Holy Spirit 
is talking to you personally, calling you 
to marry and have a family, or devote 
oneself to him through a life of ordained 
ministry or religious life? According to 
Deacon Pat Derrington, St. Nicholas 
Parish in Tea, the key is through prayer 
and having a spiritual director to help 
ease the confusion of discernment.

“The single biggest thing that has helped 
me in my spiritual journey is having 
a good spiritual director,” Deacon Pat 
said. “Don’t discount the nudging or the 
sense you get; a spiritual director will 
help tease that out of you to see where 
the call is from. Is it really the Holy 
Spirit calling you or are you thinking … 
is this just me?”

Deacon Pat’s journey began when he felt 
the call to be a priest and entered the sem-
inary at age 19 as a sophomore in college. 
In less than a year, he realized maybe the 
priesthood was not his true calling.

“I was pre-med at the University of 
Tennessee at Martin and was vacillating 
between medical school and staying in 
ROTC,” Deacon Pat said. “I decided to 
go into the seminary for all the wrong 

reasons, it was all about me. I never 
spoke to anyone at the diocese, I just 
went in without a lot of discernment.”

Like many teenagers, Deacon Pat had 
many opportunities available to him and 
made a decision to change his own path 
without seeking assistance from those 
around him. He tells the story of meeting 
a young man visiting home one weekend 
who was a friend of his former pastor and 
teacher. This young man discussed his 
time and experiences in the seminary, a 
discussion that gave Deacon Pat the idea 
he should also become a priest. That was 
the extent of his discernment.

“I was surrounded by some really good 
guys,” he said. “I was really blessed with 
my roommate and the two seminarians 
next to my room, but there was a real un-
easiness. I was not interested in philoso-
phy; I was a chemistry major. I wanted to 
do anything but study philosophy. I knew 
in my heart that it wasn’t right for me.”

Although Deacon Pat describes expe-
riencing some spiritual turmoil, he also 
credits his deep faith keeping him close to 
God and the Church even as he discerned 
out of the priesthood. He maintained his 
involvement in religious affairs groups on 
campus at St. Ambrose and participated 
in religious conferences throughout the 
region, meeting his future wife, Jane, at 
one Catholic conference.

Pat and Jane married; he graduated from 
college and joined the Air Force as an 
officer and they started a family. Life 
that was going one way before the age 
of 20 looked much different by the age 

of 30. Deacon Pat describes an ebb and 
flow of his spirituality, culminating in 
a renewal of his faith in Christ through 
a prayer group led by friends of Jane. 
Almost a decade later, he began to hear 
another call from the Holy Spirit.

“The calling was different the second 
time, more of a gentleness,” Deacon Pat 
said. “People I would be interacting with 
in the parish would make comments 
about me becoming a deacon. Then,  
I remember during Sunday Mass, a  
deacon friend was giving his homily  
and the voice was loud and clear telling 
me to act on it.”

What may have been a gentle nudge ear-
lier that kept Deacon Pat thinking about 
the diaconate, now became a strong voice 
in his heart to truly discern his formation. 
After his ordination in 2009, Pat says 
his favorite part of being a deacon is 
experiencing the joy of the liturgy and 
being able to assist at Mass and give the 
Eucharist to other parishioners. But, he 
also loves the servant aspect, which we 
all share in as baptized Catholics.

“It’s given me an opportunity to be 
transformed into more of a servant than 
just a practicing Catholic,” Deacon Pat 
said. “I love working with people and, 
in our interactions, where I can bring 
the love I feel with my relationship with 
Christ to others.”

Are you feeling a nudge or gentle call 
to become a deacon? Do you have a 
servant’s heart and want to share your 
love of Christ with others by serving 
your parish?

Discuss this call with your local priest or 
deacon. The Lord is knocking at the door 
of your heart to serve him. Pray for the 
courage to open the door and say yes.

Deacon Pat Derrington 
and his wife Jane.
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His grace is 
enough to 
teach the faith
By Heidi Comes

T he responsibilities of parenting are often over-
whelming. It can feel like there is an endless list 
of things we need to teach our children in order to 

ensure they become good people, or at a minimum, that we 
do the job we were called to do as parents. 

Most of the lessons we try to teach our kids 
come from the experiences we’ve had, along 
with what we learned from our own parents, 
either through their direct instruction, or the 
failure to do so. In the home of a Catholic 
family, the responsibility of passing along 
the faith should be at the top of our list. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church 
(CCC) says: “Parents have the first respon-
sibility for the education of their children. 
They bear witness to this responsibility 
first by creating a home where tenderness, 
forgiveness, respect, fidelity, and disinter-
ested service are the rule” (CCC 2223). 
How do we do this? What books do we 
read, what podcasts should we download 
and what online classes should we sign 
up for? These can be great resources to help us learn more 
about our beautiful faith, but none of them are required to 
start building a legacy of faith within our homes. 

It starts at home

For many, catechesis is something that is done at the 
church. It was that way for us, so it is that way for our 
children—he old, “it worked for me … didn’t it?” mental-
ity. The problem with this is that the world is not the same 
place today. Our children are bombarded from many sourc-
es, all competing to have a huge influence on their forma-
tion, and most of those sources do not promote the values 
of our faith or values of any sort. Despite that, no one has a 
bigger impact on your child than you. 

What we do and what we fail to do are the primary shapers 
of their life. While that can sound extraordinarily heavy, it 
is also an amazing opportunity to give the best of ourselves 
to our children. With the help of God’s unending grace and 
unconditional love, we can tackle the toughest parts of par-
enting, knowing we cannot achieve perfection, but in our 
imperfection, God will provide all that we need.

Catechesis is a life-long adventure, not a nine months of the 
year, once-a-week event that seems to wane once the sac-
rament of confirmation is received. The programs offered 
through our parishes are meant to supplement a rich faith 
life within the home, not replace it. 

Unfortunately, despite knowing that, many parents struggle 
with the idea of being the primary teacher of the faith for 
their kids. Most of us feel inadequate when it comes to teach-
ing. We may know that we love Jesus, and believe in his real 
presence in the Eucharist, but how do we put that into lesson 
form to teach our own kids? It’s intimidating and better left 
to someone who is more comfortable with it. False. 

Robyn Bruggeman, a wife, mother, 
grandmother and enthusiastic follower 
of Christ, has seen the beauty and fruit 
of family faith formation work in her life 
and in families within her parish. “I am a 
huge believer in parents being the primary 
educators in faith formation. I have seen 
it work in my family and others who take 
that role seriously.” 

As a convert to Catholicism, she had a 
strong desire to understand the “why’s” of 
the faith while she and her husband, Spike, 
raised their children. Her own journey 
began to take deeper root when their oldest 
child was preparing for first Communion. 
In a desire to better understand the reasons 
behind the actions, she became passion-

ate about Living LIT(urgically)—“finding and living out 
creative ways to pass on our Catholic faith while having 
fun, bringing the Church year to life in our home/family 
(domestic church) and life, outside of the church building.”

Keep it simple

No matter the ages of our children, there are always opportu-
nities to learn and grow together in the faith. Robyn empha-
sizes there isn’t a “one size fits all” approach to teaching 
the faith. Instead, she explains, “the ‘one right way’ for any 
approach and any way of learning or passing on the faith, at 
any time and always … is to always seek the truth!” 

This presents itself in the most organic times of family 
life. Gathering together around the table or snuggled up in 
the living room, we can begin to share our own story with 
them. As plain and simple as it may seem, authentic faith is 
the most inspiring. 

Maybe we are a cradle Catholic and have never questioned 
the teachings of the Church, or maybe we are a convert 
and fell in love with the deep tradition and beauty that is 

Robyn Bruggeman 
parishioner at  

St. Therese Parish, 
Sioux Falls.
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found within her, or maybe we wandered away from our 
faith and our God for a period of time, and by grace found 
our way back. Whatever our individual faith journey is, the 
most impactful thing we can do is share it with our family 
in whatever age-appropriate way we feel God calling us 
to do so. It may seem a bit awkward at first, so begin with 
a prayer together, either a memorized one or spontaneous. 
Ask God to be present and to bless the conversations shared 
and make himself known and real to your family. 

Once you have established a safe and comfortable place 
where God’s name is spoken and faith is shared, begin incor-
porating more into your home day by day. This can be done 
by reading the daily readings together, saying a morning 
offering before rushing out to school and work, reading about 
the saint of the day, or ending the day with an examination of 
conscience and prayer of gratitude. In time, this sacred space 
you create within the hearts and home of your family will 
blossom into a place where you can dig deeper. 

The liturgical calendar provides incredible opportunities 
to live out the Catholic faith together with the universal 
church while making the bigger picture more intimate with-
in your own family traditions. Through the daily incorpora-
tion of faith into family life, teaching the faith becomes less 

of a chore to complete. Finding ways to normalize being a 
Catholic Christian within our conversations, our routines 
and our day-to-day interactions is the greatest tool in pass-
ing on the beauty of our religion. 

His grace is enough

Most of what we do as parents we do without a great deal 
of confidence but with hearts full of love and a desire to 
do the very best we can for our children. When we seek 
to share our love of Christ, along with our devotion to his 
Church and teachings, we can rest assured that his grace is 
sufficient to make up for our shortcomings. It is our dedica-
tion, determination and desire that God will honor. 

Proverbs 22:6 exhorts us as parents to, “Train the young in 
the way they should go; even when old, they will not swerve 
from it.” There is not a guarantee that our kids will not ques-
tion (we should welcome that), seek out answers from others, 
or even wander away from time to time. But we cannot let 
this keep us from teaching them while young the way they 
should go … and trust that God will always bring them back. 
Robyn encourages, “Please, be not afraid! God loves you and 
he loves your family. He wants to live in relationship with 
you and for you to lead your family to him and to heaven.” 

Next Generation Catholic



does the church have an answer?

Be sure to check out the additional 
resources at sfcatholic.org/answer.
If you have a question you need an answer 
to, email rkranz@sfcatholic.org.
Chris Burgwald holds a doctorate in 
theology and is the director of discipleship 
formation for the Diocese of Sioux Falls.

The Last Supper points back to the Passover

How can I explain the real presence of Jesus 
in the Eucharist when people ask about it?

Over the course of the last several months, we have 
been looking at the scriptural basis for the real pres-
ence of Jesus in the Eucharist. This month and next 
we are going to conclude this series by looking 
once more at the Lord’s Supper: the Passover meal 

Jesus celebrated with his apostles the night before 
he died. Here, we are going to focus on the relation-

ship between the Last Supper and the Paschal Mystery: 
Jesus’ Passion, Death, Resurrection and Ascension.

We’ve already seen that in the Mass, these saving events are re-pre-
sented to us, that at the Mass, we are present at the Passion, at the foot 
of the cross, at the tomb on Easter morning and at the Ascension. But 
as we will see, in the very manner in which Jesus celebrated the Last 
Supper, those saving events—particularly the sacrifice of Calvary—
were included in the Last Supper itself. Jesus did not finish the Last 
Supper in the upper room, but upon the gibbet of the cross itself.

Now, there’s an important note that needs to be made here. This final 
biblical root is more speculative than the others we’ve looked at. That 
is, there is more connecting of the dots that happens in this root than 
with the others; the conclusions aren’t quite as easily seen as with the 
other biblical roots we’ve examined. The Church doesn’t formally 
teach any of what we’ll be looking at here. Nonetheless, the connec-
tions and conclusions are there, and they follow from what we do  
explicitly know. I offer this note to be clear that while I believe that 
what I’m going to present is true and follows from Church teaching,  
it is not formally or explicitly taught by the Church.

Recall that the Passover was both a sacrifice and a meal. By Jesus’ 
time, the meal had a well-established order, with 

specific rules and regulations, steps and 
stages. In particular, the Passover meal 
was structured around four cups of wine. 
Jewish tradition was very clear on this: 
the form of the Passover required four 
cups of wine to drink. Let’s look at this 
structure more closely as we find it in  
the ancient Jewish sources.

First, the Passover meal was preceded 
by several hours of fasting, 

beginning at the 

time of the evening sacrifice, around 3 p.m. The meal itself would begin just 
before nightfall, with the father gathering his household to recline at a large 
table, symbolizing the freedom God had given them in the Exodus.

As the Passover meal began, the first cup of wine was poured and mingled 
with some water, and the father began the meal by saying this blessing over 
the first cup: “Blessed are you, O Lord our God, King of the universe, who 
creates the fruit of the vine.” These words might sound familiar to you, as 
they are the basis for the words the priest prays over the chalice as the altar  
is being prepared during the Mass.

Then the food was brought to the table and laid before the father, who would 
begin the “appetizer” course of the meal by taking the bitter herbs, dipping 
them in a sauce, eating them and then repeating this for the others. Once this 
was complete, the “opening rites” were concluded, but the meal proper had 
not yet begun.

The next stage entailed the mixing of a second cup of wine, but it was not 
drunk. At this point, the father proclaimed what God had done for Israel in the 
Exodus as found in Deuteronomy 26:5-11. He would then explain the mean-
ing of the Passover meal: the lamb, the bread, the bitter herbs. It was in this 
explanation that the events of the Exodus became present to the participants  
in the meal: the past and present meanings of the Exodus merge into one.  
The family would then sing Psalms 113-114 to give thanks for what God  
had done for them.

The meal proper would then begin with the mixing of a third cup and the ac-
tual eating of the Passover lamb and unleavened bread. The bread was blessed 
with this prayer: “Blessed are you, Lord God, who brings forth bread from the 
earth.” Once again, we find here the historical origins of the words the priest 
prays over the eucharistic host during the preparation of the altar at Mass.

At this point, a small morsel of bread was dipped in the bowl of sauce and 
eaten (recall that Judas dipped a morsel in the dish before he left the Last 
Supper). Then the lamb and bread were eaten. After the meal was finished,  
the father said another blessing over the third cup, and with its drinking,  
the third stage was complete.

The final stage of the Passover meal consisted of two main parts. It began 
with the singing of Psalms 115-118. After the signing of Psalm 118, the fourth 
cup of wine was drunk. And with that, the Passover meal was complete.

This is the basic ritual of the Passover meal as practiced by the Jewish people 
in Jesus’ day and as he would’ve practiced it throughout his life, until the  
Last Supper. On that night, he would make a monumental shift in the Pass-
over meal, transforming it into the sacrificial meal of the New Covenant. 
We’ll see how he did that next month. Ill
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He  is  Stable
A Night for Grieving Hearts to Find Rest in His Peace

The evening will include presentations about how to find the light of Christ 
in the midst of our darkest times from grief due to the death of a loved 
one. Warm your heart and soul with a candlelit ceremony, hot chocolate 

and the anticipation of Christmas. 

Tuesday, December 6th from 6:30-8:00 pm

Father Kevin O’Dell and Kathleen and Carly Kunkel

St. Therese Catholic Church, Sioux Falls
Featured Presenters:

MORE INFORMATION 
OR TO SIGN UP tlc@sfcatholic.org 605-988-3775

431 N. Cliff Avenue • Sioux Falls, SD 57103 • 605-335-5823
  Open Mon-Sat 9-5

All donations are tax deductible.

Happy
Thanksgiving

Your purchase allows us to 
help those in need
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The pitfalls of legalizing marijuana
by Michael Pauley

O n Nov. 8, 2022, voters in 
South Dakota will decide 
the fate of Initiated Measure 

27, a proposal to legalize marijuana 
for so-called “recreational” purposes. 
The bishops of South Dakota issued a 
statement recently calling on Catholics 
to “oppose Measure 27 because of the 
numerous harms it threatens to bring 
to individuals, families and our state.”

Recreational marijuana is now legal 
in 19 states, generating a new industry 
that is expected to reach $33 billion 
in total sales by the end of 2022. The 
marijuana industry is following in the 
footsteps of “big tobacco” by spending 
vast sums of money to convince the 
public that their product is harmless. 

Their strategy is working. A 2021 poll 
from the Gallup organization found 
that 68 percent of Americans support 
legalizing marijuana, although a local 
news media poll showed only 44 
percent of South Dakotans feel the 
same way.

But is marijuana really a harmless 
drug? The science doesn’t back up this 

popular belief. The public is largely 
unaware that marijuana has become 
far more toxic in recent years. The 
psychoactive ingredient in marijuana 
is known as THC. Today’s marijuana 
has three times the concentration of 
THC compared to the marijuana  
commonly used 25 years ago.

The Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) states, “Marijuana can 
cause permanent IQ loss of as much 
as eight points when people start using 
it at a young age. These IQ points do 
not come back, even after quitting 
marijuana.”

The Hazelden Betty Ford Foundation, 
the nation’s largest non-profit provider 
of behavioral health care, states, “Mar-
ijuana use can harm learning, thinking 
and memory development, and use 
of the drug has been linked to mental 
health issues, including psychosis…”

The National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) reports that, “Marijuana may 
impair judgment, motor coordination, 
and reaction time, and studies have 
found a direct relationship between 
blood THC concentration and im-
paired driving ability. Marijuana is 
the illicit drug most frequently found 
in the blood of drivers who have been 
involved in vehicle crashes, including 
fatal ones.”

In Colorado, one of the first states to 
legalize recreational marijuana, traffic 
deaths involving drivers who tested 
positive for marijuana have doubled 

following legalization. Today in Col-
orado, one in every five traffic deaths 
involves a driver who has tested posi-
tive for marijuana.

But carnage on the roadways is not the 
only bad fruit of legalization. A report 
from the Rocky Mountain High Inten-
sity Drug Trafficking Area states, “The 
percent of suicide incidents in which 
toxicology results were positive for 
marijuana has increased from 14 per-
cent in 2013 to 29 percent in 2020.” 
That represents a doubling of mari-
juana-associated suicides in Colorado 
since legal retail sales of marijuana 
commenced in 2014.

Pope Benedict XVI said in 2012,  
“It is the responsibility of the Church 
… to unmask the false promises, the 
lies, the fraud that is behind drugs.” 
Catholics in South Dakota must take 
up this challenge and educate our 
family members, friends and co-work-
ers about the harms Measure 27 could 
bring to our state.

To learn more about Initiated 
Measure 27, visit the South Dakota 

Catholic Conference website at 
sdcatholicconference.org.

Michael 
Pauley
is the 
executive 
director of 
the South 
Dakota 
Catholic 
Conference.
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BRANDON – Lyle and 
Carol Dressen will cele-
brate their 60th anniversa-
ry on Nov. 10. They have 
3 children, 4 grandchil-
dren and are members of 
Risen Savior Parish.

CLEAR LAKE – Jim and 
Janelle Fligge will cele-
brate their 50th anniversa-
ry on Nov. 4. They have 4 
children, 12 grandchildren 
and are members of St. 
Mary Parish.

HARRISBURG – Ste-
ven and Patricia Albers 
will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Nov. 25. 
They have 5 children, 
8 grandchildren and are 
members of St. John Paul 
II Parish.

HARTFORD – Travis and 
Marylou Nagel will cele-
brate their 25th anniversa-
ry on Nov. 8. They have 2 
children and are members 
of St. George Parish.

EPIPHANY – Denis and 
Evelyn Wingen will cel-
ebrate their 60th anniver-
sary on Nov. 3. They have 
4 children (1 deceased), 
6 grandchildren and are 
members of Epiphany 
Parish.

MILBANK – Valentine 
and Julie Rademacher 
will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Nov. 25. 
They have 4 children, 
8 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Lawrence 
Parish.

MITCHELL – Ken and 
Barb Carroll celebrated 
their 65th anniversary 
on Oct. 10. They have 7 
children, 21 grandchildren 
and 25 great-grandchil-
dren and are members of 
Holy Family Parish.

MONTROSE – Darrel 
and Sherry Wicks will 
celebrate their 50th anni-
versary on Nov. 18. They 
have 3 children, 9 grand-
children and are members 
of St. Patrick Parish.

EMERY – Oran and Mary 
Jo Hoffman celebrated 
their 50th anniversary 
on Oct. 14. They have 2 
children, 5 grandchildren 
and are members of St. 
Martin Parish.

PARKSTON – Fred and 
LeeAnn Radke celebrated 
their 60th anniversary on 
Oct. 20. They have 3 chil-
dren, 6 grandchildren and 
6 great-grandchildren and 
are members of Sacred 
Heart Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Den-
nis and Linda Srstka 
will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Nov. 4. 
They have 3 children, 
3 grandchildren and are 
members of St. Katharine 
Drexel Parish.

SIOUX FALLS – Tom 
and Pat Anawski celebrat-
ed their 60th anniversary 
on Oct. 6. They have 5 
children (1 deceased), 
11 grandchildren and are 
members of Christ the 
King Parish.

SISSETON –  Dale and 
Joanie Carlson celebrated 
their 50th anniversary 
on Oct. 14. They have 2 
children, 10 grandchildren 
and 5 great-grandchildren 
and are members of St. 
Peter Parish.

ROSHOLT – Dennis and 
Bonnie Hamling celebrat-
ed their 50th anniversary 
on Oct. 7. They have 3 
children, 8 grandchildren 
and are members of St. 
John the Baptist Parish.

WATERTOWN – Ran-
dy and Marilyn Mason 
will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary on Nov. 25. 
They have 3 children, 
10 grandchildren and are 
members of Holy Name 
of Jesus Parish.

WATERTOWN – Chad 
and Tina Frensko 
celebrated their 25th an-
niversary on Oct. 4. They 
have 2 children and are 
members of Holy Name 
of Jesus Parish.

BROOKINGS – Ber-
nard and Marlene Duffy 
celebrated their 70th anni-
versary on Oct. 18. They 
have 4 children, 8 grand-
children (1 deceased) and 
13 great-grandchildren 
and are members of St. 
Thomas More Parish.

committed in christ

WATERTOWN – Gary 
and Felicia Gardner 
celebrated their 60th 
anniversary on Oct. 20. 
They have 3 children, 
6 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren and 
are members of Holy 
Name of Jesus Parish.

WILMOT – Roy and Di-
ane Greiner will celebrate 
their 50th anniversary 
on Nov. 18. They have 4 
children, 12 grandchildren 
and 1 great-grandchild 
and are members of St. 
Mary Parish.
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www.ogknights.org
Contact our admissions at 605-575-3358 or admissions@ogknights.org for questions or to set up a tour.

Helping each student along their journey of faith.
O†Gorman High School  •  O†Gorman Junior High  •  Christ the King Elementary  •  Holy Spirit Elementary

St. Katharine Drexel Elementary  •  St. Lambert Elementary  •  St. Mary Elementary  •  St. Michael Elementary

Religious Goods Inc.
Hurley’s

Serving You Since 1951

Relgious Gifts for All Occasions
Baptism - Communion - Confirmation

Weddings - ArtWork - Statues - Jewelry
Crucifixes - Candles - Church Supplies

1-800-437-4338
www.hurleysrg.com
(full catalog available online)

Store Location
1417 S. University Dr.

Fargo, ND 58103

Experts in
Exterior Building Repair

www.midcontinental.com
800-835-3700

Masonry Cleaning

Mortar Joint 
Repair

Brick Repair

Stone Repair

Caulk Replacement

Stucco Repair

Plaster Repair

Painting

Clear Water 
Repellents
Waterproof 
Coatings

Structural Concrete 
Repair

ANNIVERSARY SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
We accept anniversary submissions for 
the following anniversary years: 25, 50, 
55, 60, 65 and 70. We include them in the 
issue of the month of the anniversary or 
the following month’s issue. Submissions 
received for later issues will not be included.  

Send a color photo, your 
anniversary information 
and a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope by 
Nov. 11 for inclusion in the 
January 2023 edition to:

The Bishop’s Bulletin  
523 N. Duluth Ave. 
Sioux Falls, SD 57104 
 
or email to:  
bwingen@sfcatholic.org.
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UPCOMING 
R E T R E AT S

123 Saint Raphael Circle, Irene, SD 57037
605-263-1040 | broomtree@sfcatholic.org

DAY OF RECOLLECTION 

SPECIAL RETREATS

REGISTER FOR
RETREATS ONLINE

Broom Tree Days of Recollection begin at 10 a.m. 
and consist of conferences, time for Adoration, 
Mass, and an opportunity for the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation. The day ends in mid-afternoon. 
Because lunch is also served, we ask that you 
please register. A prayerful donation is requested.

November 8, 2022 
Fasting to Gain Spiritual Weight 
- directed by Fr. Tom Anderson

December 13, 2022
Come Let us Adore Him 
- directed by Teresa Henrickson

January 17, 2023
February 14, 2023
March 21, 2023
April 11, 2023
May 9, 2023
June 20, 2023

SILENT RETREATS
Men’s Silent Retreats

Women’s Silent Retreats

November 17-20
February 16-19
March 16-19

November 3-6
February 2-5
March 2-5

broom-tree.org

February 24-26, 2023
October 13-15, 2023

Couples Retreat 

Healing Retreats

November 11-13, 2022
- directed by Ed & Jen Hogan
April 14-16, 2023

Presentation Sister Suzanne Cotter dies at 93
committed in christ

Sister Suzanne Cotter, 93, a Sister of 
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, died Sept. 18, 2022, at Avera 
Prince of Peace, Sioux Falls. 

Mass of Christian Burial was celebrat-
ed Sept. 22 at Presentation Convent. 
Burial was in Sacred Heart Catholic 
Cemetery. 

Suzanne Cotter was born Dec. 5, 
1928, in Dell Rapids to Regina (Col-
lins) and Joseph Cotter. She attended 
high school at St. Mary’s in Dell Rap-
ids and graduated from the College of 
St. Catherine in St. Paul, Minnesota, 
with a bachelor’s degree in English. 
Afterwards, she received her master’s 
degree from the University of Notre 
Dame. She entered Presentation Con-

vent on Sept. 8, 1948, and professed 
her vows on Aug. 10, 1951.

Sister Suzanne taught students in 
South Dakota Catholic schools for 

over 45 years, spending the majority 
of her time at O’Gorman High School. 
She helped establish the Marian House 
in Sioux Falls, which was a place for 
vocations, formation and hospital-
ity. She also ministered in mission 
effectiveness for (Avera) Presentation 
Health System and served as a pastoral 
and education associate in Sioux Falls 
for a number of years.  

Sister Suzanne is survived by her  
community family of Presentation 
Sisters and many nieces and nephews. 

She is preceded in death by her  
parents; a brother, Joseph Cotter  
and four sisters: Rosemary Dieltz, 
Frances Jarchow, Kathleen Drywa  
and Jane Mary Cotter.
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upcoming events

Much beloved 
Christmas at the 
Cathedral returns
Rarely has something with local connections reached such 
national acclaim and popularity. This year will mark the 26th 
Annual Christmas at the Cathedral, and once again, audiences 
will not be left disappointed by the six performances sched-
uled for Dec. 15-18 at the Cathedral of Saint Joseph.

This year’s theme, “Journey in Faith,” will immerse the au-
dience in a deep and profound experience of God’s Incarna-
tion into the human race through the first person perspective 
of St. Joseph, the husband of Mary and earthly father of the 
Messiah, Jesus Christ.

“Joseph is an inspiring example of faith,” said Mark Conze-
mius, producer and director of Christmas at the Cathedral. 
“It’s amazing to reflect on the significant ‘ups and downs’ 
that Joseph experienced—from his engagement with Mary 
to learning of her being pregnant and the birth of Jesus in a 
cave with animals to fleeing to Egypt—Joseph kept his faith 
in God. He’s an inspiration and example for us all.” 

The inspiring musical compositions and arrangements 
of Music Director and Conductor Dan Goeller will bring 
“Journey in Faith” to life in the unique acoustics and art and 
architecture of the cathedral, featuring Nashville recording 
artists Heather Lake Bays and Carlos Santiago. Actor Joe 
Obermueller will play the role of Joseph.

In addition to being an inspiring Christmas production, 
Christmas at the Cathedral supports the ongoing care and 
maintenance endowments for two beacons of hope: the 
Bishop Dudley Hospitality House (an emergency homeless 
shelter) and the Cathedral of Saint Joseph. 

Tickets sell fast. For more information or to purchase 
tickets, visit ccfesd.org.

Jay Fritzemeier, FIC

605-999-2705
Mitchell, Parkston &  
nearby

Brian Zitzmann, FIC

701-238-3643
Milbank, Big Stone City  
& nearby

Butch Byers, FICF 
605-661-2437
Sioux Falls, Watertown
& nearby

Angie Jorgensen, FIC

605-660-5814
Yankton, Vermillion & 
nearby

WE are the only Catholic 
Fraternal Insurer who 

offers Medicare Supplement 
Insurance in South Dakota

*Neither Catholic United Financial nor its standard Medicare Supplement insurance policy are connected 
with or endorsed by the US government or the federal Medicare program. Plan options vary depending 
on where you live. This is a solicitation of insurance. © 2021 Catholic United Financial MSNA10A

Medicare Supplement insurance* now available. 
Contact your local representative for details.

Location: 
3709 S. Grange Ave 

Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

Just West of Costco 
605-271-4055 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday  9:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
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diocesan events

Recitation of the Rosary 
Friday, Dec. 2 – The Rosary is recited for 
the faithful departed on the first Friday of 
the month at 10 a.m. in St. Michael Ceme-
tery in Sioux Falls.

Search for Christian Maturity Retreat 
Nov. 4-6 – Registration is now open for the 
November retreat at Holy Spirit Church, 
Sioux Falls. Search is a student-led Catholic 
retreat. The weekend features talks, skits, 
music and opportunities to encounter Christ 
in the sacraments. All high school, col-
lege-age students and adults are welcome 
and encouraged to attend. Please contact us 
by phone 605-371-1478 or by email Sioux-
FallsSearch@gmail.com. Visit the Search 
website for more information and to register 
www.siouxfallssearch.org.

Mass for those who have lost an infant 
Nov. 12 – St. Michael Parish in Sioux Falls 
will be celebrating Mass at 10 a.m. for those 
who have lost an infant.

Annual cookie extravaganza 
Dec. 10-11 – Christ the King Parish, Sioux 
Falls, will host its annual cookie extrava-
ganza on Saturday from 9 a.m.-noon and on 
Sunday following the parish Masses.

Help for parents who have lost  
a newborn or pre-born child 
If you’ve lost a child due to miscarriage, 
still birth or shortly after birth, The Angel 
Lee Cronen Memorial Fund is available 
to assist you in dealing with your loss by 
helping you secure a proper burial for your 
child. Most parents don’t know what to do 
when faced with this situation and are often 
unable to pay for the services involved. This 
fund exists to help during this difficult time. 
For more information, contact Deacon Bill 
Radio at 605-336-7390 or dcnwilliamra-
dio@sfcatholic.org.

Traditional Latin Mass available 
The Traditional Latin Mass, or the Extraor-
dinary Form of the Mass, is offered every 
Sunday at 2 p.m. at St. Dominic Parish in 
Canton. The Latin Mass is also offered on 
most holy days of obligation and principal 
feasts of the Church Year at 7:30 p.m. St. 
Dominic Church is located at 800 E. Wal-
nut Street. For more information, please 
call 605-764-5640 or email Father Law-
rence at frmartinlawrence@sfcatholic.org.

Annual Prison Christmas Packages 
The SD Prison Chaplains Assoc. is once 
again asking for donations for those incar-
cerated. For some it is the only gift they 
will receive. Please join us in this beautiful 
act of charity and Corporal Work of Mercy 
“visit the imprisoned.” Donations can be sent 
by Nov. 30 to SD Prison Chaplains Assoc., 
Christmas Sacks, 601 W 57th St., Sioux Falls 
SD 57108. Please write Christmas Sacks in 
the memo line or give electronically to www.
convergeheartland.org/give and choose SD-
PCA Christmas Sacks. For more information 
visit the Prison Ministry link on the Sioux 
Falls diocese website www.sfcatholic.org/
prison-ministry. Email Mo Irvine at prison-
ministry@sfcatholic.org with questions.

Parish Dinners

Nov. 6 – Sacred Heart, Yankton, annual 
bazaar and dinner from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Full turkey dinner, bake sale, kid’s games, 
bingo, corn hole tournament (pre-registration 
required), raffle items and lots of fellowship. 
For more information, call the parish office at 
605-665-3655.

Nov. 6 – St. Thomas More Parish, Brookings, 
annual fall turkey dinner, serving from 11 
a.m.-1 p.m. Turkey and all the trimmings, in-
cluding homemade pie. Adults $12, children 
ages 5-12 $5, under 5 eat free. 

Nov. 6 – St. John the Baptist, Rosholt, annual 
sausage fest dinner. Serving 10:30 a.m.-1 
p.m. at the Rosholt Community Center. 
Goodie walk and raffle at 12:30 p.m. Menu 
includes sausage, sauerkraut, baked potatoes, 
green beans, salad, buns, desserts and bever-
ages. Adults $12, children ages 6-15 $6.

Nov. 20 – St. Lambert Parish, Sioux Falls, 
Turkey Bingo. Doors open at 2 p.m. with 
bingo called from 2:30-5 p.m. and raffle prizes 
drawn at 4:30 p.m. $3 per card or six cards for 
$15. A turkey for each game winner. Games 
for children under 12 with special prizes. 
Cookies, bars, soda, coffee and water served. 
Tickets available for purchase at the door. 

Nov. 20 – St. Patrick Parish, Montrose, annual 
parish dinner. Serving from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
at the parish hall. Free-will offering. Menu 
includes chili, chicken noodle and vegetable 
beef soup with a variety of desserts and pies. 

Sacred Heart Monestary

Nov. 4 – Online Lectio Divina at 10 a.m., 
Fridays, Nov. 4, 11, 18 and 25. Meet online 
for Lectio Divina, a time for praying with the 
Gospel of the following Sunday. To register any 
time, contact group leader, Sr. Penny Bingham 
OSB at pbingham@yanktonbenedictines.org or 
605-668-6023. Include your email address.  

Nov. 19 – Monthly Contemplative Morn-
ings. Meeting on the third Saturday of the 
month, from 9-11:15 a.m. Contact Sr. Doris at 
605-668-6022 or doberembt@yanktonbene-
dictines.org or visit yanktonbenedictines.org/
retreats-contemplative-mornings.

Silent personal retreats - We are current-
ly accepting fully vaccinated and boosted 
residential retreatants at the Peace Center. You 
are welcome to contact us for reservations at 
605-668-6292 or yanktonbenedictines.org/
silent-personal-retreats.

The Lourdes Center

A God Who Knocks – The Lourdes Center 
will be offering a four-week series entitled A 
God Who Knocks, beginning Tuesday, Nov. 1 
and concluding Nov. 22. The program will run 
from 6-8 p.m. The series unpacks the process 
of healing emotional wounds and invites 
participants into greater freedom. For more 
information, visit thelourdescenter.com or 
contact tlc@sfcatholic.org. 

Grief Retreat – The Lourdes Center will be 
offering a grief retreat at St. Ben’s Catholic 
Church in Yankton on Nov. 14 from 6:30-9 
p.m. This retreat is for any adult who has lost 
a loved one through death. There will be a 
presentation, an activity, small group discus-
sions, as well as adoration in the church at the 
conclusion of the evening. To register, please 
contact Tara Arens at sacredheart@yankton-
catholic.org or call 605-665-3655.

Holiday Grief Program – The Lourdes Center 
is honored to host: “He is Stable - A Night for 
Grieving Hearts to Find Rest in His Peace” on 
Dec. 6 at St. Therese Catholic Church in Sioux 
Falls. The evening will include presentations 
from individuals who have experienced grief, 
along with a beautiful candle-lighting cere-
mony. Christmas cookies and hot chocolate to 
follow! Register by calling 605-988-3775 or 
emailing tlc@sfcatholic.org. 
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