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ardinal Robert Francis Prevost was
elected as the 267th head of the Catholic
Church on May 8, 2025. He took the name
Leo XIV, which is a reference to Leo XIII
and the social doctrine of the Church. Pope Leo
XIII issued his Rerum Novarum encyclical in
1891; focused on the dignity of work and dignity
of the worker, it is considered the first social
encyclical of the Church.
His first words to the world were: “Peace be
with all of you!”

He went on to say: “Peace be with you! Dearest brothers
and sisters, this was the first greeting of the risen Christ,
the Good Shepherd who gave his life for the flock of God.
I, too, would like this greeting of peace to enter your hearts,
to reach your families and all people, wherever they are;
and all the peoples, and all the earth: Peace be with you.”
His blessing to those watching from St. Peter’s Square and
around the world ended with the recitation of the Hail Mary.
The largest-ever conclave which elected Pope Leo lasted
just over 24 hours and consisted of 133 cardinals. Only
members of the College of Cardinals under the age of 80 are
allowed to vote. The College of Cardinals now includes men
from countries who never before had a voice in a papal elec-
tion. Diversity in the Church was important to Pope Francis,
and he ensured this was reflected in the men he appointed
as cardinals during the 12 years of his pontificate.

DID YOU KNOW?

» For most of the first century, popes used their given names.

« Inthe 6th century Roman Mercurius chose the name John |
because he had been named for a pagan god.

 Inthe 11th century, the practice of adopting a new name
hecame standard after a series of German popes chose the
names of early Church hishops in an expression of unity with
the Universal Church.

» For many centuries popes chose the name of the pope who had

elevated them to cardinal, with John being the most popular
(23 popes) followed by Benedict and Gregory (16 each).

» Beginning in the mid-20th century, new popes began to choose

names indicating the focus of their papacy.

Source: France 24 with AP

a Pope Leo XIV, the former Cardinal Robert F. Prevost,
waves to the crowds in St. Peter’s Square at the Vatican
after his election as pope May 8, 2025. The new pope was
born in Chicago. cns shoto/vatican mediay

THINGS TO KNOW ABOUT POPE LEO XIV

» Robert Francis Prevost was born in 1955 in Chicago. He has
two brothers. His father was a World War Il Navy veteran and
school superintendent and his mother was a librarian.

» He earned a BS degree in mathematics from Villanova
University in 1977 before pursuing his religious vocation.

» He finished secondary studies at the minor seminary of
the Augustinians in Michigan in 1973. In 1977 he became a
member of the Order of St. Augustine and
took his solemn vows in 1981.

» He completed a master of divinity at Catholic
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Theological Union in Chicago and earned a He was
licentiate and doctorate in canon law from ordained
the Pontifical College of St. Thomas Aquinas apriest
in Rome. in 1982.

» He served in Peru from 1985 to 1998, working
as a parish pastor, seminary teacher and
diocesan official. He was also part of the leadership of
Caritas Peru, the Church’s charitable organization.

» After being elected the head of the Augustinian Province of
Chicago, he returned to the U.S. in 1999. He was elected prior
general of the Augustinians in 2001 and then reelected in
2007, serving as head of the order until 2013.

» Pope Francis appointed him apostolic administrator and then
bishop of the Diocese of Chiclayo, Peru, in 2014 and 2015.

» He was made a cardinal by Pope Francis on Sept. 30, 2023.

» While serving the Church in Peru, Francis made him a
member of the Dicastery for the Clergy in 2019 and then
amember of the Dicastery for Bishops in 2020. In 2023,
Francis made him prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops.

» He speaks multiple languages, including English, Spanish,
Italian, French, and Portuguese.

» His episcopal motto is /n illo uno unum, which means
“In the one Christ we are one.”

Source: CNA/Francesca Pollio Fenton, May 9, 2025



Pope Francis holds his
crosier as the Gospel
is read at Mass on the
feast of Christ the
King and the local
celebration of World
Youth Day in St. Peter’s
Basilica at the Vatican
Nov. 24, 2024.

Pope Francis smiles as he greets about 50,000 altar
servers, who were on a pilgrimage to Rome, in
St. Peter's Square at the Vatican July 30, 2024.
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Global pastor:

In word and deed, pope preached mercy, outreach
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Pope Francis greets a child as he rides in the popemobile around St. Peter’s Square at the
Vatican before his weekly general audience Sept. 13, 2023.

By Cindy Wooden,
Catholic News Service

ATICAN CITY (CNS)
— Pope Francis, who
died April 21 at age 88,

gave new energy to millions of
Catholics—and caused concern
for some—as he transformed
the image of the papacy into

a pastoral ministry based on
personal encounters and strong
convictions about poverty,
mission and dialogue.

His gestures—from tenderly
embracing the sick to repeatedly
visiting prisoners—touched millions
of hearts. But controversy raged
over his denunciations of the
excesses of unbridled capitalism,
his warnings about the human
contributions to climate change and
his insistence on accompanying,

not judging, gay people.

U.S. Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell,
chamberlain of the Holy Roman
Church, announced that Pope Francis
had died at 7:35 a.m.

“His whole life was dedicated to the
service of the Lord and his Church,”
Cardinal Farrell said in a video
announcement broadcast from the
chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae,
where Pope Francis lived.

Elected March 13, 2013, Pope
Francis was the first pope in
history to come from the Southern
Hemisphere, the first non-European
to be elected in almost 1,300 years
and the first Jesuit to serve as
successor to St. Peter.

Following in the footsteps of his
predecessors, Pope Francis was an
untiring voice for peace, urging an end
to armed conflict, supporting dialogue
and encouraging reconciliation.

His simple lifestyle, which included
his decision not to live in the Apostolic
Palace and his choice of riding around
Rome in a small Fiat or Ford instead
of a Mercedes sedan, sent a message
of austerity to Vatican officials and
clergy throughout the Church.

Although he repeatedly said he did
not like to travel, he made 47 foreign
trips, taking his message of Gospel joy
to North and South America, Europe,
Africa and Asia.

Jorge Mario Bergoglio was born in
Buenos Aires, Argentina’s capital
city, Dec. 17, 1936. He earned a
chemical technician’s diploma from
his high school and entered the
Jesuit novitiate in March 1958. He
was ordained to the priesthood Dec.
13, 1969, and made his perpetual
profession as a Jesuit in 1973.

Pope Francis folds his hands in a gesture
of gratitude as he greets visitors gathered
in St. Peter's Square after delivering his
Christmas message and blessing "urbi et
orbi" (to the city and the world) from the
central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at
the Vatican Dec. 25, 2024.

Father Bergoglio was named an
auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese
of Buenos Aires in May 1992, was
appointed coadjutor archbishop five
years later and became archbishop
of Buenos Aires in 1998; Pope John
Paul II named him to the College of
Cardinals in 2001.

Cardinal Bergoglio was a known and
respected figure within the College
of Cardinals, so much so that no one
disputed a respected Italian journal’s
report that he received the second-
highest number of votes on all four
ballots cast in the 2005 conclave that
elected Pope Benedict XVI.

Eight years later, Pope Benedict
retired. Cardinal Bergoglio was elected
to succeed him and chose the name
Francis to honor St. Francis of Assisi.

“Go out” was Pope Francis’ constant
plea to every Catholic, from curial
cardinals to the people in the pews.
More than once, he told people that
while the Bible presents Jesus as
knocking at the door of people’s hearts
to get in, today Jesus is knocking at
the doors of parish churches trying

to get out and among the people.
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holy men
and women

ope Francis canonized 942 saints during
his papacy, which includes the 813
Martyrs of Otranto as a group. In his
homilies at the Canonization Masses
through the years, he always stressed that
holiness can be attained in everyday life, and that
it is not some sort of impossible achievement.
He repeatedly said that the path to holiness is
universal and begins at Baptism.

1. Pope Francis celebrates the canonization Mass of
Popes John Paul Il and John XXIII in St. Peter’s Square,
April 27, 2014. (Catholic News Agency)

2. Pope Francis kisses a relic of Blessed Junipero Serra
presented by Archbishop Jose H. Gomez of Los Angeles,
California at the conclusion of Mass celebrated at the
Pontifical North American College in Rome May 2, 2015.
(© L’Osservatore Romano)

3. Pope Francis celebrates the canonization Mass of St.
Teresa of Calcutta on Sept. 4, 2016 in St. Peter’s Square.
(© L’Osservatore Romano)

4. Pope Francis celebrates the Beatification Mass of Pope
Paul VI in St. Peter’s Square on Oct. 19, 2014. (Catholic
News Agency)

5. Pope Francis greets His Royal Highness Prince Charles
of Wales, a member of the official delegation of the
United Kingdom to the canonization of St. John Henry
Newman at the Vatican on Oct. 13, 2019. (Vatican Media/
Catholic News Agency)

6. Pope Francis presides over the Holy Mass and
Canonization of Giovanni Battista Scalabrini and Artemide
Zatti in St. Peter’s Square on Oct. 9, 2022. (Vatican Media)

P April 27,2014
Sts. John XXIII and John Paul IT
“They were priests, bishops and popes of the 20th century.
They lived through the tragic events of that century, but
they were not overwhelmed by them. For them, God was
more powerful.”

P Oct. 14,2018
St. Pope Paul VI and St. Oscar Arnulfo Romero,
along with seven others
“Jesus is radical. He gives all and he asks all: He gives a love that
is total and he asks for an undivided heart.” All of the canonized

saints “in different contexts, put today’s word into practice in

their lives, without being lukewarm, without calculation, with
the passion to risk everything. May the Lord help us to imitate
their example.”

Background: Getty Images/Med-Ved



Sept. 23, 2015

St. Junipero Serra, in Washington, D.C.

“St. Junipero sought to defend the dignity of the native
community, to protect it from those who had mistreated
and abused it.” He was the first saint to be canonized on
U.S. soil.

“Holiness does not consist
of a few heroic gestures, but of
many small acts of daily love.”

- Pope Francis
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P Oct. 13,2019
St. John Henry Newman
Quoting Newman, Pope Francis said: ““The Christian has a
deep, silent, hidden peace, which the world sees not ... The
Christian is cheerful, easy, kind, gentle, courteous, candid,
unassuming; has no pretence...” Let us ask to be like that,
‘kindly lights’ among the encircling gloom.””

p Sept. 4, 2016
St. Teresa of Calcutta
“Her mission to the urban and existential peripheries remains for
us today an eloquent witness to God’s closeness to the poorest of
the poor.”

» Oct. 9,2022
Giovanni Battista Scalabrini and Artemides Zatti
“Let us pray that these saints, our brothers, may help us to
walk together, without walls of division; and to cultivate that
nobility of soul, so pleasing to God, which is gratitude.” ®
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